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ite January [th was a freesing-cold Saturday moming in Manhattan, with an 
Arctic wind gripping New York in a Hoth-like vise. Wisely, the folks at the Ziegfeld 
Theater on 54th Street opened the doors early, opting mot to make the invited redia 
and fans wait in the frost-bite conditions for the 10:30 a.m. preview screening of Sraa 
Maas, the Special Feition. One of the SHG staflers arrived at 9:90 te find the center 
secthom nearly filled with anxious quests (ut he gor his prefered front-row scat), 

Even though this handpicked audience of adults and kids was somewhat skewed, 
there was a genuine buzz of anticipation as the lights went down at about 10:50. 
When the rae Mass loge flashed upon the magnificent theater's screen and the faumil- 
iar John Williams music blared im all its re 
mastered plory, the crowd went crazy. The 
bero-year wait for the enhanced trilogy wis 
poing te be well worth it. 

] knew about the restened color, gussped- 
Up effects, new Scenes, computer-gencrated 
creatures and other work that went into the 
Specie! Saiior. Finally secing it in metion in- 
stead of as still pictures wae thrilling. espe- 
cially in combination with the revitalized, seat-rumbling 
soundtrack. Honestly, though, simply secing S7as 
Moire on the @iant screen apain was thal enough. 
Lwas 23 in 1977?—ald enough to appreciate the 
orginal as a great movie and young enough to och 
and aah. [didn't see it uniptecn times then, yet it re 
mains a seminal movie@aing experience. 5a [ wasn't 
sure beforehand if seeing the Special Eefitten would 
equal that feeling, or if i'd just be watching for and 
reacting te the new and improved stuf. 

Helther was the case, No, 1 didn’t feel 20 years 
younger or anything elec patently nostalpic. [ did, 
however, pet the same kind af timeless enjoyment 
that | had felt hwo decades earlier. Shae Ware is 
still a marvelously told story of friendship, loyalty 
and scll-realization. [t's still a classic adventure 
pitting the forees of good against evil. The re- 
varmnped effects are bigger and louder versions of 
already spectacular ones. Best of all, the origi- 
mal. innecent chanm is the enduring ingredient. 
As much as Smart Maas is pooogmiaed as the 
pround-breaker for high-tech filromaking and 
mowe merchandising, story and characters are 
the foundation of its success—then and now. That's what cance 
back to me ina LOS minutes of movie déji wu. 

Standing at the end, cheering and applauding with the rest of the audience, | was 
already anticipating similar emotions fer the Special Eoltiors af Praise ane eel, 
Enewing that | only had to wait wrens instead of years, | clapped harder. 
fae Hass Trilogy Seca! Eoitien? We're anxious to 
galaxy, and we'll print a representative 
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So what do yeo think of the 5 
hear reactions from the greatest fans im the 
sampling in the mexe issuc, Please send us yours, snail mall (the address is on the 
letters spread) ar e-mail (swemtoppséiaal), 

Until the next issue... May the Force be with you, always. 
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All-New STAR WARS Footage and Special Effects 
on Topps Widevision Trading Cards 





(2 GARD OERIES FEATURING NEVER-BEFORE-DEEN FOOTAGE! 


DOUBLE-UV COATING © FOILSTAMPING © ONE STAR WARS TRILOGY 30 GARD IN EVERY BOX! 
HOLOGRAM GARDS! » TOPPS LASER CARDS! * EXCLUSIVE HOBBY EDITION 





SHIPPING FEBRUARY 1997 /@fopy 
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*ls it my imagination, or has MBC hired a lot of 
writers who are Sua Kars fans? This season most 
of the [MBC] comedies | watch had at least one 
Teference fo Sra Wars, The Friends premiere had 
Tepeated references to Leia in her slave gitl cos- 
turn, CHES BEMIS, Harmosy, ME | EDITOR'S NOTE: AoE 
about Saturday Night Live's fated Shae Maer audi= 
tions &y Christopher Walken(Han), Richard 
Oreyfuss(t-3Po) and Walter Matthau (O4/-Hanl? 
J wad surprised to learn that there will be no 
Shadows of the Empire movie coming owt, My 

Jriends and I were so excited about a new me 
movie, ond to then learn thot tf won't 
be fo movie was disappaintings. 
With aff the hype surround- 
ing if, you expect to 
see if coming. But 

will Mr. Lucas ever : 
make [t? MATT £,, Peia- 
mani ).62.10  ebToe's NOTE: 
While Shadows has plenty of 
grist for a movie, it is not port 


*i'm a huge Wedge fan. Wedge is finally getting the treat- 
ment he deserves, in the Rogue Squadron novels and 
comics, and it's about time. Let's face it, he's a true hero, if 
it wasn't for Wedge saving Luke on the first Death Star run, 
Luke would have been history. Again, Wedge saved Luke's 
backside at the Battle of Hoth after Luke took a hit and lost 
Back. Not to mention that Wedge blew up the second Death 
Star along with Lande. In the Rogue novels he's the main 
force in taking Coruscant. All this exposure and there is just 
ne collectible on him, | think someone who has 
been on two Death Star runs deserves at 
least a coin out of the new collection; 
instead we have bounty hunters 
whe had a sereen time of 
five seconds! There 
should at least be 
* @ Wedge card or 
figurine. Come on, 
all Wedge fans unite! Let's 
see Wedge Antilles get the 
recognition he so rightly 
deserves. KIRSTEN SHIELD, 















+f lowe 
your maga- 


of the six episode film saga 
written by George Lucas for 
the screen. Shadows, mean- 
while, seems to be thriving in 
its many other multimedia 
forms. 





zinc. ify feworiic fr 
soe wos progobiy Ba. Jay fowone 
chorccter i Jabba, ad f wes wor 
devag if you 'a ewer consider doing 
on entire eee oon Ain oad Ais et 
tovrage. J hao a fee questions, 
though, The aew Jabba looks foo 


shinny aad Aes fow fagers, Evervour knows Jabba 
only os fies, vl/so, fs feo’! is too round ond be Pes 


Ae fated on Aig writer Miky i he nbe sie? 
GREENE, Miaboma Cie 


ALSTIN 
EBITOR'S MOTE: The rotumd 


Hutt, crime bord of Tatooine, certainly takes wp a 
lot of space already, though it might be interest- 
ing to examine not only Jabba but Hutts as a 
species. Then we might leam more about their 
development, amd realize that Jabba seen in the 
ioecie! Ediion is seven years younper than he is 
in Aeter of tee Seo, our heretofore first glimpse, 


> Jabba the Bott 
sand seulpiure 
onthe beach at 
Wildwaad, Hi, 
bey (frau left} 
MIKE WRIGLET, 

lid GOUGHIRTY and 

TREVER TEERAR OYA. 
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A lot can happen—and grow—in that time. 


| DOK'T UNDERSTAND: 15 THE [SADE OF TRE EMP eEl 
CAME JUST GOING TO BE FOR MINTEMDO G2, OR WILL IT BE FOR 
COMPUTERS, TOO? PLEASE HELF ME OUT, 


SUCHE PCETIT. 


TTEVERTT VISUAL COM | mDrTonS wore: AGT WOW, SHAD= 
OWS, BEREIOFED WITH WUNTEN DO BY LOCASARTS ENTERTAIN 
MENT EO,, (ONLY AVAILABLE FOR THE WINTENOD dg SPETEM, 


+ Envelope art by 
CRIM DEAPILLE 
Creeetburg. ey 


Toowong, Queensland, Australia 


of really love your rmaga- 
Zine, aff except for Aow 
Ac you love Boba Fert, I 
Aeon, dort get ee wero, 
Sut Boba Fett is the BAD 
GUY! f mean fe’s cool ard 
everything, but Ae’s evil. of 
evs such a boy scout, why'd Ae fet Han 
Solfo get frozen in carbonite? Maybe it's 
because when fooking ar tt from Hoba’s 
port of view, Han’s the bod guy. This is 


c- CO Cee ee ee 





fot correct, fhouwgh. People shoulda‘’r kiss 
fhe feet of a guy who fell into a toothed 
mud pit, inomy opinion, ax cool as Hobe 
Pet may oe, J enfoy focusing on the reat 
Aeroes, fike Luke, Man and Chewie, and 
booing af that loser Boba Fert, thernke pou 
very mech. Boba Fett fas onfy a few mia- 
ies of screen time and Ats name is only 
mentioted ance fy Aon, Fey pote’ fs thot 
you shouldn't fowe a movie character be- 


couse fe wears a newfangled tin can. Fow 
thoanid fore characters for wie fey are 
aad aor what they fave. 
SERNTSEN, Windhert, CT 
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; as ‘An in-depth sal at the life ‘and character of the 
_ Empire's Dark Jedi in all his glory —-from complex movie 
_. ~ villain ‘to his place in mainstream popular culture. 





* Walter Simonson cover & interview 
® An 8-page fold-out Darth Vader poster © All-new 
info on movie prequels « And much, much more! 


Direct Marner Enrmon Poryveaccep Extras: 


® Walter Simonson Cover Gallery Card 
@ Exclusive Star Wars Metal Tech Prototype Card 


fips Jizz ORDER NOW! 
marene inn SHIPPING IN APRIL 








* 1m of the few Srag Mars 
generation individuals who 
did not see the movies on the 
big screen when they [first] 
came out. $0 you can imagine 
my enthusiasm as the big day 
drew nearer. | have searched 
high and low since my first 
encounter with the fran Wars 
trilogy for ways to fulfill my 


love for the genre. One of those 





methods has been role playing on the Internet. There | are several active 
MUSHes (Multi User Simulated Hallucinations) for the Ste Mars universe that 
I think fans would be interested in. | would also love to comment on the 
magazine itself. I've been purchasing it since the first issue came out and 
refuse to miss a single one. It’s great! Keep up the good work!! 


Callil¢ia@acl,com 





°F am oa die-hard fan of 
Stan Wars, aad Ave been 
for quite a while. J rece fin 
“COMTI oes, " Fane tet 
thot Aid ono a schoo! bus 
was criticized because of 
fis fove for STAR WARS. F 
fusr wont te say thar J oar 
one of fhose Aids, ffoo/, 
and thrarif vou Nike Stan 
Wands, fefort show. Trey 
wig! be cating their 
words when fie anew 
Pavers corr err. Jer FC aT 
EP ARACA, fyenchranel GD facet aert 


= Envelope art by 
CHRIS COWDRILL 
Birmingham, 


Eaqland 


Eniton's woTe: Thanks for the compliments. We'll look inte 
MUSHes with some of our role playing friends. 


dave ohways hed Stam Wars, 
Toco} walt weil! fe Spescial Echie 
tion fs refeased. J was born ta 
PAGO, and J fave never seen the 
Jitas on phe big sereen, but now I 
way be aie fo. f discovenca SVWOM 
while J wee ia are focal comic 
shag, ft tra bailiient mogezine and 
hos given me so much mews and 
information aqéour STAR WARS. 
AVDY APCHAROSCON, England, 
POGS 0), T4448 coppers cord 
Toe's MOTE: TRomks for tre Aina 
words, mate. Fou probably dorow 
oy row Mot fhe STAR WARS Trilogy 
Special Edition fs coming to the 
QL Ge fer. Aline! wile we ap 
preciate you reading SWOM, for 
facal fever, vou aveAr afsa check 
our Titarr's affi- 
oa STAR Wraps 
Magazine, 
published fn 


Leadon... if 
you dawev"t 
olrecndy. 


® Affer comvincing 
Mem fe let theo 
more the fornitore 
eet of the den, 
brothers aed tas 
Wass collectors 
fOoM ond PAGL 
FOMONTON of 
Srazton, ME 
roapped thls shot, 


BOBA FETT RAP 


The name's Boba Fett 
Aud [rn here be say 

I'm the bounty man, 
Gonna Get you Sorecay. 


['m really quite mean 

So Yeu’ beater fret 

‘Couse I'm the nastiest dude 
You have ever reve. 


Um the Fett man, 

You know you can't hide 
‘Cause Pll find you someday, 
Stick my blaster in your side 


Boba Fett. Boba Fete. 
‘Vonh, That's my name. 
I hunt for money 
“awed that's my gam, 


You thought Iwas done 
When | fell in that pit 
But Tn Pere bo sar 
Wou'd better watch it, 


STEVE PRARRER. Dorvac, Quebec 


> FINALLY, AM ISSUE ABOUT FORCE USERS! TOUR DARE SIDE 
ISSUE (28) ROCKS! WE READ EVERY ISSUE OF YOUR MAGAZINE, 
BUT STUFF RELATED TO JED) AWD THE FORCE 14 MY ABSOLUTE FA- 
VORITE. HOW ABOUT HAVING ONE OF TOUR MAGAZINES DEVOT- 
ED TO THE WOMEM IM THE STAR WARS WAIVERSE? PRINCESS LED 
AKG MOM MOTHMA WERE GREAT ROLE MODELS FOR ME WHER I 


WAS LITTLE, AND HOW THE STRONG WOMEN (M ALL THE WHEW 
STORIES KEEP GETTING BETTER AWD BETTER. HEAR THEM ROAR! 


EDITOR'S MOTE: We've received several requests to print 


Mark Hamill’s fan club address. Thankfully, the archivist 
of the Official AAark Hamill International Fan Club also 
wrote in to give us the correct and only address fans 


should use to write to Luke Skywalker'’s portrayer: Mark 
Harnill International Fan Club, P. 0. Box 1051, Santa Moni- 
ca, CA 904,06 To address him on-line, the Official Mark 
Hamill Web Page is located at waw.markhamill.caom. 





WE INVITE your comments, criticisms, 
Sorry, we cannot read or pass them on to Lucasfi 


TOPPS" 


write-ups. As well, 
phote of Garrick Hagon and Mark Hamill is 
incorrect. We regret the error. 


STUPSARIE LOE, Latalle. Quebec 


CORRECTION NOTICE TO READERS OF 
OFFICIAL $7TAR WARS 20TH AN- 
NIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE MAGAZINE: 
Photos of the characters Wedge and Biggs 
On pages 30-31 are with the wrong actor 


the caption under the 


eee and suggestions. But, please, do not send unsolicited ideas, articles or art for Lucastilm. 
ilm. All such submissions will be returned to the sender, unread, Mail letters to: Sra Mars Gavorr Macasmr, 


Commaniques, One Whitehall $t., New York, KY ioog. Or é-mail us al swymtoppsaaol.com, We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity. 
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SOURCE FOR THE NEXT 
STAR WARS TRILOGY: . . | 
pa bile EXCLUSIVE 


SUBSCRIBER 
FEATURES: 
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Past issues have been 
polybageed with STAR 
WARS collectibles like: 


TOPPS WIDEVISION 
TRADING CARDS 


SPECTACULAR 
FOLD-OUT POSTERS 


TOPPS FINEST 
CHROMIUM CARDS 


LIMITED-EITION 
COMIGS 


cam 
hh Many more of these 
7 » fabulous collector's items 
eS are being planned 
ii, for future issues. 
fares, SPECIAL NOTE: 
“aa, This super value 
Deluxe Collector's 
Edition is not available on 
any newsstands —it’s only 
offered to subscribers and 
through comic shops. 


et 


In addition to the latest movie 
news, each full-color, quarterly 
issue is jam-packed with the mmepepnenneen 
coolest stuff about STAR WARS: () Vee! STan wong GAACy MARAPIME ES JUST WHAT (°VE BEE WA 


1146 Foe! 
® Go behind-the-seanes in the creation of exciting As fe ape fSubacnbs. | will mosh 7 ig site eames of the: Dekocos a 
new STAR WARS products j fnee, Pirnsn cin not 


Ps Interviews Fite portfolios fram today's hottest send ian [Bee bel lor ondering by cretit cand) POV! GLEANLE 
STAR WARS artists — = OWE OF ATH 


® Read excerpts of naw S7AR WARS fiction — before a al 
it hits the bookstores ae 


e Original comics stories created exclusively by Ghange mp credit cor Chen Musetand Ll Acasa bepree =) [Mesos 
Dark Horse Comics 


® Surf the internet with online experts and get strategy 
tips from video and CD-ROM game designers SALE X __ oot 
aia : ; Ay MAGAZINE 
© Enter contests and play trivia quizzes to win atoms) = Te ay Hoban Eee kat Monta, IL eoua 
fanta slic PrIZeS & o0) mu cn more: *Carmdian auttecriptnness FET pole: Ty Pl Tiere 00) - i 1S, Tarte oly 
Listed (ihien 4-H ertada Te debverp ot fev tome, : 
MOMMY EACK GUARANTEE 4576-37 


clip or cory, 


Cin #1 EF OE _ 


a9 
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AL TE tt. 


McQUARRIE 


Wiustrator Ralph McQuarrie 
has enjoyed zo years of 
fame as the production 
artist whese visionary 
designs helped shape the 
cinematic look and feel of 
George Lucas” adventures 
of Luke Skywalker, A cele- 
bration of McQuarrie’: in= 
Valuable contributions has 
been assembled by Chroni- 
cle Books in 4 new 48-page 
Volume that showcases 
stunning reproductions 

of McQuarrie’s concept 
sketches, production art 
and matte paintings, as 
well as a detailed biegra- 
phy based on an interview 
with the artist. Also iin- 
eluded in the handsome 
so-called ArtBox are 15 
postcards, plus siz original 
postage stamps available 
only in this edition. 


ra fy 
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COMPILED BY JOMATHIAR MIDDHGEL BAYLIS 


DARE FORCES HAS BEEH A BEST 
SELLING. CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED 
STAR WARS CD-ROM GAME FROM 
LUCASARTS EXTERTAINMERT, ITS 
SEQUEL, JED) KAIGHT, 15 PROV: 
ING TO BE EQUALLY POPULAR, 
HOW, BARK HORSE COMICS HAS 
PRODUCED A LITERARY COMPAH= 
10M WITH STAR WARS: DARK 
FORCES - SOLGTER FOR THE Em 
PIRE, A GRAPHIC HOVEL BASED 
OH THE ADWEATURES OF EYLE 
KATARM, TO BE PUBLISHED IM 
MARCH. THE VOLUME CONTAINS 
z5 FULL-PAGE PAINTINGS BY 
BEAR WILLIAMS. THE STORY U5 
WEITTEH BY WILLIAM BIETE. 


= 






















IN CASE YOU 
MISSED IT... 


The February issue ef Disney Adiremiuses 
aparine was a special one, largely 
dedicated te Star Wass, featuring a lantasy 
match-ap on the frond covet, palling Darih 
Vader vs, Aladaie bad quy lalar, the 
magazine incloded an alien gallery. Lord 
Waders 00 worst deeds and a foe Wats 
parile section. 


= . 
Beer = 
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SPOOKY STORIES 


FOR KIDS 


Along with thrilling space adventures, 
S7ar Waar is now fiving young readers 
goose bumps, too, Inside the pages of the 
Srarn Wars: Goloxy of Fear books. Published 
by Bantam Doubleday Dell, the first two 
tithes in the series—Foten Alive and City of | 


H ANDY WORK the Dead—combine spine-tingling horror 


with stories shaming new Sran Wass char- 
acters and cameos of old favorites. “It's 
An opportunity to look at a side of Srar 
Wass that has always been there, but 
hasn't been explored—the frightening 
side,” gaye series author John Whitman. 





RARE 


COMING IN APRIL 


CHRONICLING BSG ry we & WD ci 


OF STrar Wars 


elegant a 
Chronicle: 


iho for 2erhoes fois 





SPECIAL ISSUE 


You won't underestimate the power of the 
Force atter you've delved into the complex 
world of Darth Vader im our next issue, The 
Dark Lord of the Sith is in the spotlight as 
never before: reviled for his evil servitude 
ta. the Emperor and admired for his last- 
gasp heroism. Here's bow Issue #11 will un- 


mask Loke and Leta’s treacherous patriarch: 
 Exclosive cover-art of Vader by celebrated Svar Waar 
illustrator Walter Simonsen 
A provocative, wide-tanging exploration of the Dark 
Lord's exipmatic perona 
© Columas examining Vader's role in Lue Wart comics 
apd veda: qwmas 
The history of Vader toys and collectibles, 
including am updated price guide 
# All-Vader fold-out poster and trivia contest 
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The Official 1 STAR WARS 20 2 Oth cee | Clamaran il Magazin 












SPP FOLATE SRY CTE ae, PE | 


Attention all STAR WARS lang aad collectors! Here's pour chance to order a a ied 
souvesir publication that chronicles 20 incredible years of 474k WARS history. Features an in- 
trodecilon by George Leas and 100 spectacular, full-color pages filled with art, photos and fas- 
cinating behind-the-scenes articles. Super premium quality. First printing. Authorized by Lucas- 
film and published by Topps. Order bere and you'll receive the Delos Collector's Edition 
version, complete with foil stamped toga and embossed comer, Plus, this limited edition 
comes polyhagged with 3 exclusive, hi-tech collectibles: 

*"Romo” Createne Motion Gard *"The Empire Strikes Back” 3-0 Card 





*"TIE Fighter” Laser Card 





ooh 
MONEY BACK FIRAANTEE. Ao 54 wets str ie each 
lagna ate oe : 


THE BESTOF STAR WARS. rrom ENDLESS WORLD 







TRILOGY SPECIAL EDITION | 
WIDEWVISION CARDS: 





NEWtIt!! 





THIS CARD SET CONTAINS 
ALL THE NEW DIGITALLY 
ENHARCED SCENES, 


SET OF 72 CARDS...... eee Sel Os o5 


TOPEGSSTAR WARS» 
WIDEVISION CARDS: 





















SUPER 3-DB CARD 5 g gs as STAR WARS™ WIDEVISION 
AL eared Set of 120 Cards...........$ 39.95 
HOLOGRAM SET (2) ot RT ot ee * 2 19.95 Chrome SaF (10}...-.065 200 £109.95 
LASER CUT SET {6)........... .§ 59.95 Box (24 Packs)............. $105.95 
COMPLETE PACKAGE fall of the = § 99 . 95 Collectors Album W/Card....5 49.95 
BOX... cece c ees ereesreseer +S 59.95 | + EMPIRE STRIKES BACK™ WIDEVISION 
Set oF 144 Carcda,.....crae eed 24,99 
STAR WARS Chromo Sot (16}............8135.95 
SHADOWS OF THE EMPIRE™ Mint Movia Poster Sat (6). -§ 559.95 
ae oP pee ian Ee eT ne Bow (24 Dacha) .-..-220232729 SH, 95 
_ J a = a 1 1 ow 
Enbossed Character Cards . RETURNS OF THE JEDI WIDEVISION 
With Gold Foil Trim {6)......... 2 -¥ 3. Set of 144 Cards.....0:.12..8 19.95 
Enkosaeed 3 Feil Character Casda (4) ..3 39. Chrome Set (LO)..,...-......9109.95 
& 
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SPECIAL EDITION MERCHANDISE 


BY PETE FLETZER 


Along with celebrating the 20th birthday of Stan Wass: A New Hope with enhanced 
theatrical versions of all three Stan Wans movies, Lucasfilm and select licensees 
are releasing toys, books and other collectibles tied into the Trilogy Special Edition, 
Here’s what's in store now and over the coming months: 


BALLANTINE/DEL REY BOOKS 

















RCA VICTOR 


CURRENT; Srae Wars Firifery 
Special dition Soundtracks. 
This renowned record label has 
created three separate, digitally 
remastered recordings of the 
soundtracks,one for each of 
the Specie! Fattion movies. The 
CDs feature more than an hour 
of previously unavailable mu- 
gic, archival bonus cuts and 
newly recanted tracks. 
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> Lucas’ original Star- 
4 3 killer outiine through 
the finished Special 


© Edition releases. 


sential Guide to Weapons & 
Technology; The Essential 
Guide to Planets & Moons; 
The Essential Guide te 
Droids. [ike their Essential 
Guide... commferparts ft char 
acters and wehlictes) tese con: 
pendinns will feature laforma- 
fom oon three offer aspects of 
fhe STAR WARS wnaiverse, inclird- 
ing drolds and wrapons intro: 
duced in the Special Edition. 


GALAXY 
Giveaway! 


Hasbro/Kenner is giving 
away 6 Han & Jabba Packs 
and 6 Dewback & Sand- 
trooper Packs. 

To enter the tandem drawing, acne 
your name, age and addregs in « 
letter 67 68 & postcard fo Keener 
Special Giveaway, tras Wasi Gacircr 
“Hace, One Whitehall $¢,. Haw 
York, MY roee4. Entries mist be re 
calved by April go. reat. Winners 
eill be notified by mall, 


a ee 
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~ COMING SOON: The Es- © 


CURRENT: A New Hope, The Empire Strikes Back ond Return of the 
Jedi. Commemorative editions of the Stan Warns movelizations of the trilogy 
/ are already on the shelves at local bookstores. As well, Special Edition 
| updates of the popular Art of... series—one for cach movie—fave beer pub- 
lished to coincide with the theatrical cventAil three books incinde 16 pages 
- of new sketches, storyboards and antwork generated for the Special Edition. 
j JUNE: The Stan Wars Diplomatic Corps Entrance Exam, by Kristive 
| Kathryn Rusch. Test your Stan Wans trivia [Q with this soft-cover volume. 
FALL ‘97: Star Wars: The Annotated Scripts, by Laurent Bourereau. 
| This trede poperback will include all three seripis from Star Wars 
Episodes IV, Vo and VI, plus in-depth looks of the creative process thar 
E wreat into cock movic. 


Jt follows the story development from Grorge 


HOLLY WOOD PINS 


CURRENT: zoth Anniversary Fin. This golden 
pin features the fre Maer 977-1997 logo. 

APRIL: Special Edition Trilogy Logo Pin. 
The golden collector's pin commemorates 
the Special Edition with the ingot logo. 
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GALOOB TOYS 


CURRENT: Battle Packs featuring «woop bikes. The pop= 
ular Battle Pack line continues with the release of a set that 
includes the swoops featured in Shodows of the Empire and 
glimpsed in the Special Edition of A New Hope. 

SPRING ‘97: Ronto Battle Pack. The dinosaur-like crea- 
tures that roam the streets of Mos Eisley in the Special 
dition will be the feature creature of this toy. 

SUMMER ‘97: Death Star/Mos Eisley Double Take playset 

fabove). The outside of the original Death Star will open to 
reveal a Micro Machines los Eisley apaceport, including the 
cantina, Docking Bay 94 and other locales, as well as the 
‘Seurrier creatures first seen in the Special Eaition., 
FALL "97: Action Fleet Imperial Lander. Seen in the Spe- 
cial Edition lifting off from Tatooine after dropping off the 
stormtrooper search party, this mew Sian Waes vehicle will 
be available as part of Galoob’s popular Action Fleet series. 


~ (WE: Han Selo & 
Jabba the Bett 
Pack. A special 
pairing of Sola and 
Jabba action 
figures maket ep 
this new offering 
fiom the pioneers 
ol Kear Wars toys. 
Dewback & 
Sandtroaper Pack. 
| The new and 
improved dewback 
toy includes an 
Imperial samdtroap- 
er to ride it, 





AUTHENTIC IMAGES 


CURRENT: Authentic Images has issued a 
limited-edition, z,-karat gold Sra Wass 
Trilogy Special Eeitiean ingot. The trading~ 
card-size ingot features the now-familiar 
icon used to promote the Special Edition 
theatrical release. The collectible ingot was 
created by using a special “photo-imaging™ 
process in which 24k gold is applied ta a 
stalnless steel base to produce an image 
that's remarkably photegraph-like. Limited 
to only 1,997 copies, cach ingot is engraved 
with its own proprietary number and en= 
cased in an acrylic holder with a certificate 
of authenticity. Retailing at a suggested 
price of $75, the whole package comes in 
a@ vacuum-formed, four-color gift box. 

Authentic Images, based in San Diego, is 
also set to release five additional 24k gold 
cards featuring jabba and Han Solo (from 
the Special Edition of A New Hope), Luke 
Skywalker, Darth Vader, Obi-Wan Kenobi 
and Princess Lela, When the Vader and 
Kenobi cards are placed together, they 
complete the picture of the rivals in their fi- 
nal lightsaber battle (befou). While other 
Authentic images items will be available 
through select retailers and mail-order, the 
Sharper image catalog has taken an exclu- 
dive position on the Vader/Kenobi cards. 

Finally, Authentic Images fs Introducing 
its Gold Gallery format to the Srae Haas uni- 
verse. A limited edition of soo, the Images 
feature Darth Vader/Obi-Wan Kenobi - 
fio” « 7") and Jabba/Han Solo Cia” = 4 2°). 
Each piece is matted, framed and accompa- 
nied by a certificate of authenticity. 
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jJrom A New Hope, siz fo Tho Empire 

Strikes Back and six to Return of the 

Jedi. Card backs have behind-the-scenes 

| photos, ant and text. Randomly packed in- 

) sert cords include two Aolograms and six 
 Easer Cut cords. As on bonus, one Special 

ee caition SDI cond rests on top of the packs 


rie Mis 0 one r targeted to mew ond former fons. The 72-card series retells ihe en- 
tire Stan Wars story with 24 cords devoted to each film. Six Loser Cut cares 
faifferent from fhe Special Edition series) are rondomly inserted. 

To mark the 2008 anniversary of the movie thet sforted if all, the SsWoM 
staff has produced The Official Stak Wars 20th Anniversary Commemora- 
tive Magazine. This (00-poge souvenir publication keepsake—whlca opens 
with a persomal!l message from George Locos ond boims with color photos ond 
ari—relives the making of Stan Wans two decodes ogo, cofches up with bey 
cost ond crew members, explains how the Special Editions were accon- 
plished, gives a round-up of collectibles, documents Lecas* entertainment ~ | 
oa by and explores how STan Wars fas achieved culfuralicon status, 
The Deluxe Collectors" 
Edition is polybopged 
with three high-tech a 
Topps cards: a Multi-Motion, a La 


= on SSS S255 8S ey 


GALAXY Giveaway! 


Topps ls giving away iz complete sets of 
Special Edition Widevision trading cards. 

To enter the pardon drawing, vend your mame, age and 
adidas in a better oF on a postcard te Widewlsion Glya= 
away, True Ha Gani Macariey, One Whitehall $4. Hew 
York, M¥ wsocy. Entried sud be peeled by April ge, bgp. 
Winiraeen willl Een nothfled by mall, : 


ee ee | 


posters, pin-up photos and articies, 
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CURRENT: Topps fs celebrating fhe Special Edition with hero mew 
| Widevision card sets, a commemorative magazine and two poster maga- 
q fines, The Special Edition MWidevision cords Aighiteht the oli-new special 
| effects and footage from all three Special Edition movies. Exclusive to 
hobby shops, this 72-cord series features double UV-coating and foil- 
stamping. Sixty cards ore devoted to enhanced scenes 5 



























Topps’ companion 20th Runivesrary Poster Mapa. 
zines—one detalling the saga’s heroes, the other its vil- — 
fains—ore unique, 24-page fold-outs filed with giant 


APPLAUSE 


CURRENT: Darth Vader 
Platinum Figural Mug (limited 
te i997 production only). The 
popular cup sporting Darth 


Waders "mug has been 


LATE 1997: The app 
Sag Wari Frilegy 


reissued In ceramic with Foecaal felting 
platinum-<colored paint. Calendar. spend at 
MAY: Han Solo and jabba 
the Hutt Jumbo Figurine least 30 days wilh 
Diorama. The Special Edition thit wall calendar 
scene of jabba confronting featering plotos 
Han In Docking Bay 94 fs Hom all three of the 
captured on this 4.25" % 6.29" : + 
collectible. Special édition 
Sandtrooper on Dewback mmaviet, 
Statuctte. Finally the eet - The app 8 Snr Mars 
scr dntel Pare a Pitan dls etd Collectars’ Edition 


have come to [ife on the big 
screen, and one is captured 
(along with two sandtroop- 
ers) in this resin cast statue, 


ory 


Calendar. This sepa- 
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pale calendar wall 
feature photos fram 
ihe original theatti: 
call release of the 


~ trilogy. 
: = The 1998 Star Pes 
Date dook, Mark 


fine with this date 
beak featatiag 
Special fois and 
lactic Sear Muar 
photos. 
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3-D digital technology lets you experience STAR WARS: A NEW HOPE like never 
before. Topps’ exclusive 3Di process takes you to the third dimension via G3 all-new 
WIDEVISION" images. Look for the randomly packed Death Star motion card featuring 
continuous movement from actual footage. Quantities are limited. Reserve your box 
of STAR WARS 3D Trading Cards today at the specialty shop nearest you. 
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SS here are plenty of 
things that Joe Jusko re- 
members about growing 
up in lower Manhattan in 
the 1960s and "70s. But 
perhaps the most impor- 

- tant moment came when 
he read his first comic book. 
“It was Avengers #57," he 
clearly recalls, “I was as- 
tounded by the art. I always 
had an inclination toward 
drawing and creatlve things. 
My older brother drew a lot, 
but he gave it up. So from a 
very carly age I decided this 
iz what I wanted te da." 

After a childhood that in- 
eluded «a steady diet of 
comics, cartoons, horror 
movies and all types of sci- 
ence fiction, that is just what 
Juske's doing today in his 
far-from-Gotham studio out- 
side of Pittsburgh, Pa. And 
although his dedication to 
art has never wavered, he's 
taken an interesting path to 
get where he ls today. 

“My neighborhood wasn't 
very safe, so I didn't go out 
very often,” says Jusko, 17, 
recalling the rough-and-tum- 
ble streets of New York's 
so-called Alphabet City. “I 
basically stayed home and 
drow—and that's still kind of 
my niche today. I loved the 
time I would spend just 
drawing.” 

His friends would entice 
him to come out and play 
baseball or football, but 
Jusko's parents were very 
supportive of his artistic en- 
deavors. 50 were his grade- 
school teachers, who recommended that he 
attend the renowned Art and Design High 
School in New York, a vocational breeding 
ground for many creative kids. 

“After graduation im 1977, 1 ran inte 
Howard Chaykin, who was doing Empire, a 
graphic novel, for Byron Price," says Juske. 
(Chaykin illustrated the first Sran Wags 
poster and later was the artist for Marvel's 
Sran Wars comics.) “He hired me, and I 
worked for him for about six months, Then [ 
brake on my own, doing covers for Marvel 
and Heavy Metal for two or three years, 
though not making much of @ living at it. [ 
was still learning.” 


1/6 


ABOFE: “UN- 
BER THE MOOW 
OF MARS” WAS 
DIVIDED IHTO 
SIZ CHASE 
CARDS FOR THE 
EUEROUGHS 
SERIES. BNGHT: 
COVER FOR 
SILVER SURFER 
GRAPHIC 
HOWEL. 





Then Jusko's life took an abrupt twist. 

It turns out that besides art, he'd always 
been fascinated by police work. Im fact, he 
took the test to get into the police academy 
when he was 19, “They finally called me," 
he recounts. “I couldn't pass it up. [ thought, 
I could do this full time, freelance in my 
spare time, and after 20 years retire with a 
full pension,” 

It didn't work out exactly that way, but 
for nearly four years, Joc Jusko—famous to- 
day for portraying everyone from Conan the 
Barbarian to Spiderman—was one of New 
York's Finest. “I was in Fort Apache, the 
South Bronx, first aon foot patrol, then in a 
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squad car. I loved it, the diversity of the job. 
It was so different from what I do mow: I sit 
in a room by myself and do the same thing 
all day. There, I was out among people and 
didn't know what was going to happen next. 
T learned so much about people and human 
nature. it was a fascinating job. 

“] was a street kid, so [ understood what 
was going on, the needs of the area. I grew 
up in the same conditions. It was a natural 
job for me. I miss it today.” 

In 1985, Jusko, for a number of reasons, 
left the police department. As planned, he'd 
freelanced on the side, but then “realized 
that the art was what I wanted to do. I de- 
elded to give it my full attention. It wag 
scary to leave something that had a lot of se- 
curity built inte it. I wasn't exactly Frank 
Frazetta. But there are times when you have 
to go with your instincts.” 

Juske had kept his contacts at Marvel, 
and was soon working with the editors there 
ona variety of jobs. “It was a slow process,” 
he recalle of having to make a living as an 
artist once again, “but it was what I wanted 
to do, so 1 was willing to paint just about 
anything and give it my all." 

He remained working with Marvel almost 
exclusively for a number of years, “painting 
just about everything they had there,” he 
says. He became known for his Conan 
comics covers, of which he did almost 40, 
but then feared he would get typecast, 
“That's all people knew me for, so after a 
while I started doing anything but Conan.” 
He painted various superhero covers, Might- 
mare on Him Street, assorted other sword and 
sorcery comics and even worked with the 
World Wrestling Federation (“I was standing 
on a corner in New York one day and saw a 
bus come by with my painting of Hulk 
Hogan on the side"). 

In whatever spare time he could find, 
Juske dabbled in another passion: wildlife, 
especially lions, tigers and other big cats. 


ABOUT THE COVER... 


joe Juske's inspiration for the cover is Roger MacBride 
allen's 4ssauli at Sefonia. in this scene, Han Sole Is belng 
held prisoner on the planet Selonia. His captors force him 
to fight another prisoner, a nathve female Selonian, thus- 
ly described by Allen: “Theory had it that Selonians had 
evolved from some sort of predatory swimming mammal 
that lived in riverside burrows.... They had sleek, short 
and long pointed faces full of sharp teeth, They 
had bristly whiskers and equally bristly tempers If you 
Appropriately, 


fur... 


—h6didn't know how toe handle them right.” 
Jac = petezence Wad an otter and a lioness. 








“I'm a cat fanatic,” he proudly admits. 
“They've fascinated me since I was a kid. 
They're clegant, they're supple, they're 
sensual—they're just incredibly beautiful 
animals. And their independence has always 
captured my fancy.” 

Mot surprisingly, today he has two cats at 
home. They pad around a house filled with 
cat statues, lithographs and other feline art. 
find whenever he has the opportunity—say 
he's in a city doing a comic convention—he 
steals away to the local zoo. 

Nowhere is Jusko's cat fascination more 
evident than in the Edgar Rice Burroughs 
trading cards series he painted for FPG. Call- 
ing it a “labor of love,” Jusko particularly 
cherished the opportunity to include cats in 
his oT of Burroughs" adventures on 

— Mars starring John Carter 
and, of course, Tarzan. 

So how does all that land 
him on the cover of Srar 
Maes Gacacr Macazimve? Well, 
like 20 many creative people 
of his generation, the trilogy 
had a tremendous impact on 
his life, “I saw Srank Wars 
about 20 times when it came 
out,” he says, “and I fol- 
lowed the other movies reli- 
giously. I read all the Marvel 
Sraa Waas comics. It was 
such a major breakthrough 
in science fiction, its look 


































and the technology, the architecture of 
spaceships, Let's face it, it was a seminal in- 
fluence on everybody." 

This winter, Jusko's working with writer 
James Robinson on a two-issue, fully paint- 
ed Vampirella graphic novel for Harris 
Comics, But he'll undoubtedly take time ta 
check out the Special Edition of the trilogy 
that is a part on his intriguing career. “I 
can't walt to see the wampa again,” he says. 
Spoken like a true wildlife lower. WD 
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Trilogy Special Edition 
BY MARK COTTA VAZ 


AS TIME GOES BY, the impact 
of Svar Wars becomes the stuil 
of legend. The 1977 film pio- 
necred awesome moviemaking 
technologies and revived the 
dying art of visual effects, broke 
global box-office records in its 
initial release, ushered in a trile- 
gy of films that have enthralled the world and 
was the foundation upon which George Lucas 
built Lucasfilm, his entertainavent empire, Pew 
films before or since have so inspired and cap- 
tured the imagination of a worldwide audience. 
In fact, Soar Mass is deserving 





ef the eaqnmoran “instant clas- 
sic, and in 1969 was honored 
a3 such with its sebection as one 
of thee first 25 films placed in 
the National Film Registry as 
part of an act of Congress to 
preteve American movies of 
sipmificance 

In teday's overheated 
moviemaking climate, it's casy 
bo forget Uhat Srae RRARS Woe 
basically mace on a wing ane a 
prayer. Among other things, Lucas had to deal 
with social effects snafus, the painfully long 
Start-up time required to peta visual effects shop 
going and the indifference af 20th Century-Fox 
(the soudbo at times was 20 uncertain abour the 
film's prospects, it almest pulled the plug on the 
production), Back then Lucas wis just another 
struggling young filmmaker with all that went 
with it—a lean budget, restrictions on tine and 
the task of battling for his vicion every step of 
the way. @und while the resulting him was round- 
ly cheered and celebrated, only Lucas could see 
the missed opportunities, creative compromises 


How Lucasfilm utilized new, creative 
digital tools to enhance the S7ar Wars 





oping new effects bechnologies, 
did allow Lucas to produce Tie 
Empire Strikes Sack and Reta 
ofthe Jedi without having bo nun 
the same gauntlet of production 
hurdles and challenges, But all 
through the intervening years, 
Lucas had dreamed of a magic 
ward that could fx tha flaws. in 
Sar WARS. 

Today, that magic wand has 
anived, and S748 Maas greets 
its 20th birthday in a 


MovieMaking environment completely trans- 
formed bey the computer, In the years since the 
trilogy, Lascas' Industrial Light & Magic (ILM) 
has ploneered much of this new wave of visual 
effects technologies, working a parallel track inte 
the digital realm. Instead of composing sepa- 
rately filmed elements on an optical pointer, im- 
ages can new be scanned into a computer and 
digitally composited with a seamless quality that 
eliminates revealing matte lines. Meanwhile, 
models and creature effects have given way to 
three-dimensional, photorealistic computer 
graphics (OG) creations. 
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and artivily disguised mistakes made during ihe 
filma Gen -TUTI ous peSstaton perbod 

The success of Sraa Wars, and the resulting 
infusion of money amd tines to perfect the cewel- 


In anticipation of Shar Hoes 20th anniversary theauical re- 
lease, and with the powerful new digital tools in hand, Lucas 
could at last address his wish-list of problem shots. The so-called 
“pec! baited werk would be superrimed iy producer Hack 
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MeCallum. He and a 150-peron ILM tearm, managed by Tom 
i Tithe and YC 
apher, to help with 


Kennedy, enli such outs reNchors a ¥ hangar wath 


dition of a computersp 
ba the Hutt; enhan 


siting shots ard 
tively, The task at hand would include restoring oripir 


traditional optical cx or timings, rn 
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TWEMTY YEARS 
AFTEE SH00T- 
ING, AMD 
CUTTING, THE 
SCEME OF 
JAEBA AWD 
HAW WITH & 
STAND-IK, 
ACTOR BECLAH 
MULHOLLAND, 
ACG HUTT HAS 
BEEM ADDED- 
ALOHG WITH A 
LIVE-ACTIOM 
BORA FETT. 
FoR GOOG 
MEASURE. 
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In acidition, ther 
digital im 
ine 
elements that hadn't been per- 
fectlhy composited for the Death 
ar trench battle finale 
wk on the Sra 
On, aunrourecesd in 
fal 
Silt dhe- 
e the Special 


JABBA'S 
THROWE ROOM 
IM (EO WOW 
IMCLUGES A 
HEW TRIG OF 
BACKUP 
SIMGERS FOR 
THE MAX REEO 
BAND: (Ftd 
LEFT) RYSTALL, 
THE ROGIAN 
CREEATA AND 
THE TWI"LEK 
LYH ME. THE 
BAND'S HEW 
DRUMMER IS 
A WEEQUAY 
HAMED 

AK? REV. 


“s cuts, those theatrical 
ideo and laser dase rere- 


iInbroducing 
idl plot pees, 


appled to the pe 
fadition with preci 
quiring the flav 
newly created Cu & 





within the classic footage. 

While most of the work fix 
6s or exqpands on existing ma- 
terial, (here was & rrissing 
scene to be addressed: the cut 
sequence of Han being can- 
fronted by the crime Jord Jab- 
ba. The scene had always been 
4 planing ormbrssion, considering 
that Solo's conflict with Jabba 
was a subplot running through 
the tology. Incheed, it had been 
scopted and the live-1ction 
wae shot. but the failure to cre- 
aie a satisfactory Jabba (onpi- 
nally scripted as a “fat, slug-like 
CTeHune WILh eves on extended 
feelers and a huge, uply 
mouth") had forced Lucas to 
UL Ee sequence. 

At the time, the scene was 
dispensable, even though Lu- 
fas had abways envisioned a 
Tmnulti-chapter movie saga. After 
all, Lucas was in the mictet of a 


THE SPECFAL 
FRITION OF 
FP eRe 
INCLUDES 

AM EXTENDED 
SCENE FOR THE 
WAMPA ICE 
CREATURE. 

TO ADD SHOTS 
OF THE BEAST 
DEVOURING A 
CHUMK OF RAW 
TAWHTAUH, 
ILM CREATURE 
MAKER HOWIE 
WEED RECON- 
STEUCTED AND 
PLAYED THE 
WAMPA. 





high-pressure, two-year production schedule on a film the 
prospects of which mo one could say, much less the chances for 
any future sequels. But ILM's expertise with CG animation, devel- 
oped on feature projects ranging from the shape-changing Termi- 
nator of Tienator 2; Seder! Day and the digital dinosaurs of 
Juric Pork to the ghostly cast of Coseer and the magical dragon 
of Onapondcan, has allowed for the creation of a Co Jabba, It is 
bazed on the full-scale, animatronic creation from wedi, and was 
digntally composited into the 20-year-old footage (with Boba Fett 
added for good measure), 

Because Jed! represented the apotheosis of traditional effects 
bechnolopies, that film required less enhancements and fines. The 
major Jet Spectal Galtion work has been to replace members of 
the Max Bebo Band (the “jize-wailler” combo playing in Jabba’s 
thrane paom) with computer-penerated recreations and extend 
the final celebration to locathons beyond Endor, specifically 
Tatooine, Clowd Ciry and Coruscant. 

Empine, though, wars the true bridge movie, created during a 
busy period in dhe late 1970s in which new mation-conirel tech- 
nology was being crafted along with a breakthrough ceptical paunt- 
er (dubbed the “Quad") and Vista Vision cameras (the “Ermpire 
cameras |. In addigen to the pressures of a follow-up that would 
meet the expectations of a worldwide fan base, Eepine was pro- 
duced during ILM's transition from the southem Califomia ware- 
house in which it had created Sauk Miaas bo a new facility in morth- 
em California, The Eripine 
Special Editi required o slate 
of 160 reworked shots, largely 
image-processing fixes in that 
Battle of Hoth and enhance- 
Mengs of the fantastic, fhoatinag 
Cloud City 

The digital polish of the 
Hoth battleheld scenes ane con: 
sistent with another cthos of 
the Special Saitien work: The 
theatrical releases had to emu 
late the viewing impact of the 
first releaze, both for fans who 
had been mitilly awed and for 
anew penemtion of moviepo- 
ers weaned on effects specta- 
ches, Por ingtance, modem au- 
diences would have little 
patience for dreaded “matte 
lines” that were unaveddabbe 
when filming and compositing 
certain bhue-screen elements. 
The Baile af Hoth sequence 
was particularly vulnerable in 
that regard, with Rebel 
anowspeeders, shot as blue- 
Screen macdkels, sometimes 
standing in bold contrast to the 
white snow backa 
ice planet. (Many of the triba- 


inds of the 





ays optical composite shots 
were more forgiving. with Star 
Des thOoyers, AWL2S ard Ole 


ht f 





models usually composited into the black star 
helds of space.) 
Other oti lass, whieh the limite of dime 
and technology prevented from being fully ad- 
al production, wen 
ire Seecta! Baiitiod. The trach- 


a flaw in which background 
seeps inte the foreground image, In 
nes, some of the background smow- 

foreground shot of Luke's 


photoprap 
the Hoth » 
field se 
snowspe 
y to cipitize that original footage and apply 
age-precessing soltware tools, digutal artists 
arencies and matte lines once 


have erased trans 


THE STREETS 
OF MoS BISLEY, 
AS LUCAS HAD 
ALWAYS I= 
TERDED, HOW 
TEEM WITH 
LIFE. THE 
FACE-LUFT WAS 
ACCOMPLISHED 
WITH GIGHTAL 
MATTES, WE 
LIVE ACTION, 
AG ROHTO 
AMD RIDERS 
AMD ACG 
SWOOP BIKE. 


PO fay 


too unforgiving or tinmbe-bon- 
suming te fix during deadline 
production pressures, 
Although most of the Jpe- 
da! Batted work employed 
ILM"s breakthrough digital 
tools, the old thetics and re- 
quircments of the traditional 
phorechemical technology 
were newer far from the team's 
concems. In an ironic tum, Pa- 
cific Tithe even took advantage 
Of traditional optical prrurng 
techrology, albeit with 1990s 
camera lenses and film stack, 


to take o 


iginal elements stored 


le optical : 

The (6 shots 
creation of Jabba, dewbacks 
and stonminceopers to the &x- 
pansion of the Mos Eishey and 
Cloud City vistas—also hed to 
emulate thee book of the crigimal 
footage Into which they hove 
been digitally composived. 
Therefore, a host of issues had 

. such ws 


from the 





ing ta make old footage and new elements synch 
up, and matching the virtual-camera moves of 
the CG elements with the original camera moves 
ofthe classic footage 
One shot in Sraz t embodies all those 
concerns. [ts a klod Eisley scene af R2-D2 and 
C-3PO looking on as Imperial stormiroope;rs 
question a citizen about the whereabouts of 
Luke and Obi-Wan Originally slot live-action in 
Tunisia, the Specte! Belitien footage includes beara 
OG dewbacks, with a OG stonmirooper dismount- 
ing one. Not only did the £G werk demand 
adding film grain to complement the 20-year-old 
i but the new elements had to emu- 
late the original scene's lighting and colanng 
Matching camera moves was also tricky. requir- 


STORMTROOP- 
ERS HUNTING 
FOR ARTOO 
AWD THEEEPIO 
ARE HOW 
}OIKED EY 

A DIGITALLY 
CREATED 
HOVERING 
FEORE DROID. 


ing the [ILM team te refer back to the original pro- 
duction notes, 

The Special Edition illustrates how facile the 
new digital took have became since the novel 
(CG and compositing technig 


computers was that mot only 
could complex composite be created (with 
the various clements endlessly combined and 
ar pulated without the physical lini of phie- 
tochembcal opuicals), there alse would be none 
fenerntion boss of traditional opticals, 


ILM 's own innovations, included Viewpaint, am 
im: © interactive software, created for Jura: 
which allows CG artists to point surface 
textures directly onto dimensbonal surfaces. Lm 
Eripire, Viewpaint enabled [LAters to take Cloud 
City establishing: %, Oopinally restricted by 
two-dimensional matte paintings, and paint sur- 
face textures directly onte 3-D wirefra: 
structs of the floating cinseapes. 
The enhanced Cloud City Ulustrates 
possibilities for visionary filmmaker: 
orginal Cloud City vistas had been limited by 
2:-D matte paintings (which necessitated a 
locked-off camera composition), the (G tools al- 
low construction of photorealistic structures that 
a virtual camera can freely 
through. Also, the Cloud City 
buildings had originally been 
imagined with hallway win- 
dows looking out onto the 
town's raneited vi an efhect 
too complex to achieve with 
traditional tools. Por the Spectal 
accomplisied by 
digitally punching, wirr 
the old fomiage and providing 
3-D peeks of a photorealistic 
CiLysca pe. 
Aund then there was the ure 
han renewal work on Mos Eis 


imbce 


painter 
handedly 
af the spaceport city, which 
conventionally would have re- 
quired a tear of artists and 
technicians. With the computer, 
Lhesugi built the 3-0 firame- 
work, painted it over and creat- 
od a virtual-canmbera move. 
Digital tools alec redefined 
the concept of moacel making, 
which had been ILM's bread 
and butter during the original 
trilogy. Now, instead of building 
physical models that could be 
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uzed from film te film, rewsable 
CG models are digitally fabri- 
cated. For example, a CG Ai 
fenniam Falcon model created 
for the Svar Maas Special Fai- 
fon wae deo used in the Amore 
Special Leia ducing the ex 
painched Ay-throuwph of the em- 
hanced Cloud City, Still, the 
physical models were dusted 
Off forthe Su kMars Special 
Battier scene of Mewings lining 
up to attack the Death Star and 
used as reference, The shot has 
been reworked as an all-CG 


Maes flrs.” 
The Srae H 
















scene, with computer-penerated X-wings creat- 
ed from data taben off the orginal models. 


THE IMSERTION 


OF ACG BEW- 

Ultimately, the Stas Wars Trfagy Fpeciol Fai 
BACK AWD Het is a pire creation, an enhancement and doc- 
STORMTAROOF- toring of classic films to produce the trilogy aa 


Lucas had always intended. Beyond that, how- 
ever, ihe Specta! forton experience has rewved 
up ILM for a nun at an ambitious tilogy of new 


FE IACLUBED 
ADDING FILM 


GRAIN TO frag Maes films. The possibilities being explored 
EMULATE THE include the compositing of actors into complete- 
70-YEAR-OLD hy cG environments (the Waunted “digital back- 

lot”), lone digital artists able to cut and paste 
FOOTAGE. 


their way to completed shats and ever more re- 
ilistic CG creature and animation effects. 
Most importantly, the Special Foition allowed 


L wed 1 


the new generation of ILM effects artists to familiarize themselves 
with the Suan Mars style, from alien life forms (typified by Jabba 
the Hutt) to the “used universe” where spacecraft reflect the wear 
and tear of war and hyperspace travel. Says (LM CG Supervisor 
John Berton: “The Special! Folittes has provided us with inbarmae: 
Hen on how to make ourselves more efficient for the mest Sour 


las saga is coming full circle, with [ILM working on 
the new chapters with digital tools it has largely pioneered—fust 
a6 Lucas seminal ellects proup created a mew pereration of ef- 
fects tools more than 20 years ago. Although future Sag Was 
episodes will enjoy the creative possibilities of the digital realm. 
under Lucas” direction the new teols will be at the service of both 
story and character, which had been his philasophy when mak- 
ing the original trilogy. 









Lucas crafted Stas Wass in an era different 
from today's blockbuster-fneled atmosphere. It 
Wis @ decade that, in retrospect, seems to be the 
last Golden Age for Amencan movies, a timer 
when theme, story and character was para- 
Mount to triee filmmakers. It wae an era in which 
the Good guys sometimes last. where the sims of 
wiclence and political cormption were laid out 
for all te see, where audiences could be chal- 
lenged and even inspired. Same of the great 
filmes created during that time include The Cadfe- 
ner, Chinato, Saud Oriwer, Cfo Eerocunters of 
fhe Third And, Ajpocolpese Wow, The Oece Aanter, 
The French Connection, Diny Wary, Tie Convensa- 
ion, Al ihe President's Mea, The Sting, Lucas’ own 
Amenoon Graffin and he Los Pictre Sow, 

So while S7ar Huss fans await the spectacle of 
the Uprcening prequels—which will be created 
with all the freedom of the digital realm—it's pood 
to know that the real magic will come from the 
story and characters. Special effects will enhance, 
not GoOminate, he experience wher we all make 
that return to the S740 Maer universe in 1oo0, Wb 





The Star Wars Trilogy Special Edition arrived in theaters 


with all the fanfare it rightly deserves 


WHAT A DIFFE 
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DREW STRUIAN 
FAINTED MEW 
POSTER ART 
FOR THE SFE- 
CIAL EDITIONS 
OF A WEW 
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(PRECEDING 
PAGE) AND 
FED! (LEFT). 
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films, but those events were 
mere whispers compared to th 
cacophony of publicity, news 
and promotion that heralded 
the Special Falta. 

Although January 31 was a 
date that fervent Srae Wars 
fang had anticipated for 
months, the mainstream mecha 
hype didn't rev up until a few 

s before. There were arti- 

Din Vie Mew Forker, Enfer- 
faint Weeki aed Merri and 
when the enhanced version of 
A New Afope hha its World Pre- 
miere in Los Angeles and a 
handful of other citi 
ary 18, the floodat 
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Soundi 


Tom Christopher and Ben Burtt discuss how they enhanced 
the soundtracks for the Star Wars Trilogy Special Edition 





BY PETE FLETZER 


WHEN THE S748 Wars Trilogy Special! Eafitton 
premiered in theaters beginning at the end of 
January as the centerpiece of Lucashims 20th 
anniversary celebration of the onginal film, auc: 
ences were treated to more than just never- 
belore-scen footage and nearly 340 digitally 
enhanced scenes. The revamped tnlogy aleo con- 
at tains soundtracks updated to mert and even 
exceed Locday s moAnegoing slandards. 

“We hawe been able to po back and es¢entially remix ihe en- 
tire film.” Says Specel Foftion Restoration Project Leader Tom 
Christopher. “Ll was able to track down, through extensive re- 
search, the original sound unite [four-track recordings of dia- 
logue, creatures, sound effects, etc.] from places all over the 
world. Bits were here in California that George Lucas had recov: 
ered, and some were in London. But some of the most important 
pieces of the purzle were in a 20th Century-Fox vault un- 
derground in Kansas” 

Biy piccing the pursle together, the Lucasfilm tech- 
nical crew—Iinchuding Christopher, Ben Burtt, Gary 
Summers and Terry Eckton—was able to create a 
new sound mix for the original footage and to 
scamlessly blend new scenes: with it. As was the 
peneral intent with the entire Special! Faltion pro 
ject, they accomplished some things this time 
around that they were not able to 20 years apo. 

“There ane things wrong with the first one 
that | was able to fio” explains Burtt, who won a 
spocinl Academy foward for Siar Wars, “Bigper 
explosions, mone dynamic sound effects. Noth- 
ing. however, that will change the stony or alter 





the pace of Uhe movie. 
“Interestingly enough, there were three clif- 
ferent domestic [US.) micccs of Fran Hears that 


went out originally, each done at a different SFA WARS 
time. The stereo version was followed later by ¢oMPpoceR 

the mano mix. Today, cach mix is computertzed 

and the settings ane saved digitally, but in those SORE BTU AMS 
cays, ench mix was a separate performance, 5 WROTE HEW 
feach mix] would come oul different. George MUSIC FOR THE 
Licas would sit in on Wie mixes, amd someiumes EXPANDED 


we'd change something. “Well, [1 don't like that 
sound, Let's put in something elec.” or “Lot's FED! FIMALE. 













change that line of dialogue to this,” or “Let's 
change that stormtrooper and have him say this 
instead of what ber sid in the stereo versionw So 
there is, of courec, all kinds of ‘folklore’ about 
differences between versions of the film. 

“We went throweh the wersions and onginal 
recordings to. collect all the differences and 
made decisions about which things we wanted 
back in the film again. When we remastered 
the last set of laser dises,” Eurtt explains, “we 
did our best to get as many things inta the 
soundtrack that | thought were missing. It's 
only now, when we went back to this com- 
Pletchy new remastennp, that | discovered 1 belt 
out a few litthe things.” 

The process of revisiting the soundtracks ac- 

tulhy bepan with the made-lor-video THA 
fonmat of the thlogy that was released 
in late 1995 by Fox Home Entertiin- 
ment. Sound wizards at Lucasfilm 
worked fran the six-lrack master 
created fram the long-lost saurnd 
units that Christopher was able 
to dig up. So, In reality, they 
Were using a recerding which 
WHS One peneration removed 
from the original, 
“For the Special Foliron. we 
have been able to whe the ongi- 
nal soundtrack recordings,” 
Christopher explains, “That allows 
for a much clearer reproduction of 
the entire aucho of the films.” 
The same approach was taken on the 
Seccta! Editions of The Erion Sttces Bock and 
Aeron of the Jedi, But, Christopher motes, be- 
couse of the suceess of Stag Wars and its big 
Slerea sound, subsequent films were ollen 
mixed differently. “soa by the time they mace 
Erapire, the whole mecthed of building the mix el- 
ements had changed. We don't haye the confi 
sion and questions that we had going back to 
oar Maes, and there are no werions of Spine 


er Reno of abe Jedi that are dif- 
ferent than other verses.” 

While that made the task of 
remixing and mastering Ernipire 
and Jel relatively legs menace 
ing, it's mot to say there wasn't 
plenty of work to be done on 
those soundtracks, tea. For in- 
Stance, newly created footage 
added to Arnyyine for the wimp 
cave and Cleud City scenes re- 
quired new sound effects. A 
unique blend of original record- 
ings and newly created audica 
were wed to help fuse the old 
to the new. 

Jed! is the only one of the 
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three Alms that contains sore entirely new music. In Jabba te 
Hutt's palace, the Max Rebo Band has a few new members 
*“Lapti Nek,” the tune sung by Sy Snootles, has boon replaced with 
a bluesy, cabaret-type number and a mew Huttese song composed 
by Jeny Hey (Cir Sichers Ii, The Cofor Purple). 

Naturally, the tilogy's original composer, John Williams, was 
part of the Specie! Aaiien project, too. He wrote a new piece al 
Tmsic to po under the revamped ending of Jedi, which has been 
extended by about three and a half minutes to include celebration 
Scenes on Tatooine, Cloud City and Conuscant, as well as Enclor. 

Besides helping present the Sraa Hass trilogy the way Lucas 
enginuly intended, Chnistophiers teams efforts also served a5 4 





Warm-up for sound engimecring on the prequels. “He's about to 
start it all over Bpain,” Christopher says of Lucas. “This has potten 
back to the Sar Wars universe.” 









him inte the mode for eo 





Pete Fietzer isa freefanee writer based in Mew Jersey 





JUST AS THE STAR WARS both pencils and inks, so Dark Horse asked if | 





Tealogy Special! Edition ties the could ink it,” Williamson says. 

orginal movie to new special ef- “The first issue is very tightly penciled, so 
fetta bo “rake it right,” the Dark there wasnt 42 lot of opportunity to add much of 
Horse comic book adaptation his style to the inks in several panels, though he 
will da much the same thing. did take the opportunity to add some things in 
The sercs will be ilhastrated by the foreground, like his familiar lizards.” Cooper 
Al Williamson, the artist George pape HORSE says of Willlamson's contributions. “Im the suc- 


Lucas had originally wanted for Marvel's S744 ceeding issues, Eduards was a litthe: looser with 


haat adaptation in 1977. “I'd heard they liked COMICS HAS his pencils, so that has allowed mare of Als ink- 
my work, then | got a call from them a few THE SPECIAL ing style to show through.” 

months after Tae Wass came out,” Williamson  fpsTiow oF Williamson admits he “took same liberties 
remembers today. “They were interested in hav- ANEW HOPE with the first issuc, Srag Pars is a litth personal 
ing me de the art for the [syndicated daily and te me—l added things here and there, but noth- 


COVERED. ITS 


Sunday newspaper) stip. | sent them some sam Inge Uhat will get in the way of Eduarcdo’s work.” 
ples and they liked them, but then | realized | FOUR- PART Beginning with Issuc #3 of the Special! Beliior 
couldn't do it. | had a contract with King Pea- sepyes pea - series, another old friend of Sras Maes comics 
tures, 200 had to tum it down” TURES COVERS will come full circle on the trilogy: Carlos Gar- 
Laecastilm cidn't forget about Williamson. Six zon, whe assisted on inking Marvel's Erione and 
months before Tie Empire Siribes Back was re- PAINTED BY feat comics, as well as the newspaper stip, is 
leased in 1880, Williamson was told by Marvel WELL-KNOWN lending a hand on the Dark Horse adaptation 
Comics’ then-editor Archie Goodwin that Lucas- STAR WARS “When | [worked on the comics] myself, 
film wanted hon to work on the comic adaptation backerounds abways took forever” Williamson 


of Erapine, “I figruned | might as well,” Williamson ARTIST DAVE says. “I would lay out everthing—the figures, 
says in his typically understated manner, DORMAH. the background and the padpets, becouse every- 


Actually, Willlamsen began work on Marvel's Eripire comics in the fall T5— Dark Horse’s 
eeverd) months before the movie came cut. Then, néarty a year later, he began a Be 
drawing the trae Wass newspaper stip as well, an assignment he held for more Special Edition 
than three years, And in 1983, he provided the art for Marvel's Aenem of the weal . — 
acres. On each project, he insisted on collaborating with writer Goodwin, “because adaptation re 

i /- 
he really knew Jn Maes, Williamson says. “He was my frit choice.” unites Lu casfi Im 

Flash foraard to 1996. With the Speco! Fditfon of A New Hope on the horizon, “, 

Williamson was once again Lucasfilm's pick to illustrate the comic book version, with several 
Tce Seas to Dark Horse Comics. There wae a snag this time, too, though veterans of 
mot with Wihameéon'’s schedule. The preblem arose when the release of the movie 

wins pashed UP, miuking a One ITEAT task for something as detailed as STAR hears al- STAR VARS 

most impossible. “I thought about it very carcfully, and then reality set in,” he says haha 

with a sigh, recalling his decishon to turn the job dewn. “I knew T couldn't de it, eo comics past 
l suggesion cap eS I ab ne Mra do a good job," Lucasfilm agreed. : BY DON CHARLES 

In keeping with Srae Wak comics’ tradition, Baneto’s figures are realistic, mot in 
the muscle-bound style curently in vogue in superhero comics. His lines are classi- 
col—reminiscent of Hal Foster (Prince Mofion) and Alex Raymond (Flash Gordon. 

Baneto completed the art for all four issues, but when the movie's release was 


moved up, Dark Horse Sras Wars editor Bob Cooper realized he had to bring in an 
inker. That's when Williamson entered the picture yet again. “Harmrete couldn't do 
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thing had te bes dome together, You can’t just do the figrures and 
have somebody drop the backgrounds in later; the page has to 
be designed. Carbos lightened up the gadget-flled backgrounds 
and did most of the inking on the padpgets. He did the same 
thing ower Barreto's work for this senes.” (Williamson inked all 
the figures and as much of the backgrounds as possible.) 

"lt may sound like Carlos was ‘just’ a background man, but 
he was more than that,” Williamson explains. “These are more 
than just ordinary backgrounds. In Srae hares, the backgrounds 
are part of the story, so they have to be done night, olherwise 
they étand out lke a sare thumb. 

“fund it takes a long time because they're not easy bo claw,” 
Williamson adeis, “C-SI, R2-D2 and the stormtrooper take 
forever.” 

Whereas the Special Friis 
fon Of Al Afew #foges is an |en- 
hanced version of the orjpinal 
movie, the Special Bdirion 
comics are “quite a bit differ 
ent from the 1977 Marvel 
adaptation.” says Cooper. 
"The biggest difference is 
theyre based on the actual fi- 
nal screenplay, inchading ad- 
ditional footage. When Roy 
Thomas and Howard 
Chaykin adapted Snan Maes 
for Marvel. they only had o 
preliminary script from which 
to work” 

Contrast that with the ex- 
ti attention Lucasfilm is piv- 
ing this comic. “They wanted 
to get the details correct 
mane so in this sernes than im 
any other, Cooper says. “I 
think they saw the adaptation 
as their chance to de it over 
again after the initial Klarvel 
senes and do if exactly mpht. 
They're very coreful about us 
TMking sare the angles im the 
panels match the camera an: 
gles: and that the cliabogu is 
the same as in the movie.” 

Nonetheless, there were sill logistical hurdles with the Spe- 
cal dition comics. “Some of the computer-generasted specal ef 
fects were so mew, they clidn’t have them when [ scripted the 
comic books,” says writer Bruce Jones. “It'll be interesting to 
see how it tims out.” 

The comics will pay particular attention to the four-and-a- 
half minutes added into the Specte! Fotitiod, Cocper states. For 
instance, in the never-before-seen mecting between Jabba the 
Hutt and Han Solo in a hangar bay, there are differences in the 
way Jabba has heretofore been depicted in camics. “He's 
younper, manera sleeker” says Cooper. 

When Dark Horse first began working on its adaptation of 
the scene, Lucasfilm couldn't give too many details, over than 
where ttoweuld Ht inte the story and approsdmately how long it 








PEAR 


Mark Hamill'’s The Black 


Heroes are nothing new to 
Mark Hamill. As the 
voice of the animated 
Joker, he's butted 
heads with Batman, As 
The Trickater, he's run 
up against The Flash on 
that TY series. And, of 
course, af Luke Sky- 
walker, he's embodied 
every heroic quality. 

In real life, however, he- 
trees don't always hold 
up well for Hamill, At 
least that’s part of the 
premise put forth in his 
latest entertainment 
venture, @ five-issuc 
comic book serics enti- 
tled The Black Pearl, 
recently published by 
Dark Horse Comics. The 
story Is co-written by 
Hamill and Eric Johnson 
(they happen to be 
cousins, born iz days 
apart), with pencils by 
H. M. Baker and inks by 
Bruce Patterson. 

The Bfack Pear! is Luther 
Crake, a white-collar 
worker, whe, through 
4 ferries of events, de- 
cides to don a disguise 
and fight crime, Yet 
unlike the fantasy- 
based heroes and 
villains Hamill has 
encountercd or por- 
trayed, he and Johnsen 
have created The Sack 
Pear! from today's 
tableld headlines. 

Fhe Black Pearl waa origi- 
nally conceived as a 
movie screenplay, but 
after soliciting opin- 
ions on the treatment, 
Hamill and johnson de- 
cided ta take another 
angle. "Dark Horse got 
held of it and suggest- 
ed we work it out as 4 





_& OF Wisdom 


graphic novel,” says Hamill, whe 
adds, though, that he and Johnson 
will polish the script one more time 
and launch a full-court press to try 
ta get it developed az a film. 

“We were a little hesitant about adapt- 
ing it te comics,” says Hamill, "But 
it's similar to taking a play on the 
road before it opens on Broadway. It 
will give ws an idea of what works 
and what doesn't.” 

in fact, the whole superhero formula was 
turned upside down by Hamill and 
Johnsen. Instead of employing super- 
natural powers or personal moral out= 
rage, Drake, an unstable man and 
voyeur, has twisted reasons for be- 
coming The Black Pearl—and the sen- 
sationalism-starved media is right 
there to fan the flames. 

“This series explains why there can't be 
a Batman in real life,” Hamill says. 
"When lwas growling up, an carly 
here of mine was Zorro. He'd put on 4 
costume and go into the night and 
maintain a dual identity. That's hap- 
pened with Batman and Superman, 
and even in literature with the Scarlet 





THE “HERO” IW 
THE Biace 
PEARL. A EW 
GARE HORSE 
SERIES CO- 
WRITTEM BY 
MARE HAMILL 
AAD ERIC 
JOHMSOH, 15 
DRABE, A SORT 
OF ODDBALL, 
WITH HO 
SUPERPOWERS, 
WHO DECIDES 
TO TARE [U5- 
TICE INTO HIS 
OWN HANDS. 
HAMIELL SATS. 
THOUGH, THAT 
VIGILARTISM 
DOESH'T WORK 
IM REAL LIFE. 


Pearl explores the underbelly of vigilante justice 





Pimperndl., But why hasn't it ewer 
happened in real life? 

“This is one way of looking at why some 
comics myths don"t werk in real life,” 
he says. “It's tough enough te main- 
tain one identity, let alone two.” 

Still, the Ametican public's obsession 
with “hooded justice” continues to 
make heroes out of people whe take 
the law inte their own hands—such as 
New York City’s so-called “subway 
vigilante,” Bernard Gotz, who was 
lionized in some circles for shooting 
agroup of teen would-be muggers. 

“it's like the city had lost its collective 
mind,” remembers Hamill, who's a 
part-time resident of New York, "We 
learned that white-collar professien- 
als got a vicarious thrill from this 
version of frontier justice, and I 
couldn't understand it.” 

The Slack Pearl, Hamill concludes, ts "a 
story designed to show why it's im- 
pozsible to be a costumed hero in the 
real world. We're having fun with it, 
but we at least have something In 
mind about personal responsibility 
and what makes a here.” — B. €. 





would fun. “When T got Ecuando started, we had no specie details on the dialogue the artist. Even ifthe knows 
or backprounds—nothing, says Cooper. “Eduardo basically finished the comic and what the finished comic will 
left a page blank until we pot further information on the seene. After the pencils were look like; there's the small mat- 
finished, we received reference from Lircasfilm, | gent it to Eduardo in Uruguay and ter of execution. “It takes 
he fincshed the page.” longer to ink the backprounds 

Writer Jones, another name bong associated with Sar hia, scopted.the Tiler than the figures,” Williamson 
rom Jos Eisicy one-shot, which provided him with the springboard for this assign says, but you have to do it 
ment “This was a great chance to get to the neal shui.” he says. night becouse it’s Stag Hass. It 

Jones had to make sure the dialogue corresponded with the movie—an surpris- Anz to look peod.* a 
ingly daunting tsk. “in te firet craft, P didnt abselutely Feelbowe Che chacnbeogpupee Bi | -eereereeereerererettreencrme reenter rmemeterernses rae 
says. “Tl wasn't trying to pet away from the storyline; | just needed to break dawn an Oar Charlies is a repolar con 
overwhelming amount of infonmation into a comic book, But Lucasilm wanted read- tribatorta STAR Wars Galaxy 
era to know that this is the original Gras Wars.” MWinpazine, 

Like Williamson, Jones real- 
izes the backgrounds in Sar 
Wars one as much a part of the 


DARE HORSES 
SPECIAL EBI= 


story as the characters. But to ThOW SERIES 
Capture the tension of the INCLUDES THE 
movies, he used almost a story: 

board style with some scenes, KEW AME 
“lm most proud of the EMRARCED 


lightsaber battle [between Darth 
Vader and Obi-Wan Kenobi] 
and the Death Star trench ride 
toward the end.” says Jones. “1 
wanted bea Cap Our the emotion 
of the mowe—there'’s a lot of 


SCEWES FROM 
STAR WARS AS 
WELL AS THE 
CLASSIC STORY 


ELEMEMTS, ALL 
tension—seo there are a few 


eleht- or nine-panecl pages.” TOLD WITH 
To prepare for the assign- VIBEAHT HEW 

ment, Jones read the final script ART ABD 

and made notes along the sides, CoLoR. 


one side for “must-haves” in the 
comic, the other for “might be 
able to lose.” 

“Tt was important to pootect 
the ‘spine’ of the story.” hr says. 
“You have to keep the original 
intent and identify the back sto- 
ry. In comics, sometimes the 
back story isn't being delivencd, 
You don't want just pages of 
talking heads, so you take those 
ideas and sequences and put 
them inte action sequences 
somehow—or you just buckle 
down and inchude the talking heads. Action sequences are easier on 
and visually much more interesting to look at: if people are just At a Com ic Book Shop 
standing arqund talking, you can’t pet it all in” 

The subpect of the assignment made it that much easier, “Nor- Near You... 
mally 1 prefer working with a full script because | don't know what 
the artist is poing ta de with it, sa 1 have te cdeacnibe in detail wits 
happening in each panel,” he says. “With rae Wass, is a lide 
more relaxed because it's been around for 20 years and everybody 
has seen it. In desenbing the Death Star, for example, the mice 
thing is 1 dicin’t have bo go Inte quite as much detail Usually | po in 
assuming I'd better give the artist everything he needs to pencil the 
aoene becauce he may mol get production sketches or clips.” 

After approvals and scopt changes, most of the work falla to 





Here are the release dates for Dark 
Horse's four-part series adapting the 


Special Folition of A New Hope: 
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SCOURING THE GALAXY 
IN YOUR RQUEST FOR 





GRAPHIC rons icy, 


STAR WARS 
Gn all-new adapteten of the classic film 
904 full-color pages, trade paperback: 39.95 


THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 
104 fulbeahor pages, trade paperback: 59.55 


RETURN OF THE JEDI 
104 fullLeslor pages. trade paperback: 55.595 


CLASSIC STAR WARS — IN DEADLY PURSUIT [VOLUME 1) 
182 fullecolor pages, trade poperboack: 516.55 


CLASHG STAR Www — THE REBEL STORM [VOLUME 2) 
206 fulbcolor pages, trade peperbeck: 576.95 


CLASSIC STAR WARS — ESCAPE TO HOTH (VOLUME 3) 
192 full-color pages, trade paperback: 516.95 


STAR WARS: DROIDS — THE KALARBA ADVENTURES 
200 full-color pages, trade paperback: §717.55 
Signed & numbered hardback: 555.95 


STAR WARS: DROIDS — REBELLION 
112 ful-éclor pages, trade paperback: 3174.85 


STAR WihAS: BATTLE OF THE BOUNTY HUNTERS 
First-ever pop-up comic book! A must for Boba Fett fans! 
412 full-color poges, hardcover pop-up book: 517.95: 


STAR WHiRS: TOLES OF THE JEDI 
136 ful-eolar pages, trade paperback: 314.05 


STAR WARS: TALES OF THE JEDI — DARK LOROS OF THE SITH 
160 full-color pages, trade paperback: $17.95 


STH WARS: TALES OF THE JEG!) — THE SITH War 
152 full-color pages, trade paperback: $17.85 


STAR WARS: OARK EMPIRE (2nd. Edition) 
184 full-color pages, trade paperback: S17.95 


STAR WAS: DARK EMPIRE Il 
164 full-color pages, trade poperback: 517.95 


STAR W885: HEIR TO THE EMPIRE 
160 full-color pages, trade paperback: 318.895 
Rigned & numbered hardback: $79.95 


STOR WARS: SPLUNTER OF THE MIND'S EYE 
112 full-color pages, trade paperback: 514.95 


ASK ABOUT THE HUNDREDS OF OTHER DARK HORSE TITLES! 


AVAILABLE HOW THROUGH A COMICS SHOP NEAR YOU! OR, TO ORDER 
(INAECT: Send your cleary writlan cnier along with your nan, addness, Gaytines phos 
Rumber, and your check or mona order ia: DARK HORSE COMICS, Bop. 5G, 100s 
SE Maln St, Milwaukie, OR 97222. Phone coders call: 1-S004862-0059 (Mon-Fri. 7 AML 
5PM, Paciic Time), Please have your order information and Vita or MasterCard ready. 
"Include $4.00 on all orders of 1 bo 4 items, & or more items add 56.00 for 
shippingyhanding, Carwin onfers acd an additional 31,00 io the shipping change. Pie Gam 
allow 4-6 wrpeics for your order to arrive, AVAILABLE IM US. AND CANADA ONL (US: 
FUNDS PLEASE}. ALL SALES FINAL. ALL TITLES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY, 
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“Great - 2 « «= @ # Just fantas- 
tic.” Platt curses sourly. She raps her fingers on 
her freighter’s smoldering control console, 
“There's morLhing like trying to blast out of Mos 
Eisley. then your ship decides it's ready for the 
junkyard,” She looks through the cockpit view 
port. Sand. Not dunes, just sand, piling higher 
every minute, Platt had ditched her ship, Por’: 
Denise, in & Dune Sea gravel shor. 

Platt reviews her escape, trying, to figure out 
what has gone wrong. She'd been having a few 
with Sovar, her “cargo solicitor.” The cantina visit 
was a sort of payment for the crummy cargo hed 
traded with her. Then the bounty hunters showed 
up, Platt dashed back to Docking Bay £6, ran on 
board Pok's Demise, sealed the personnel and 
cargo hatches and punched it. She was out even 
before the bounty hunters could pet off a shot. 

Of course. in those rushed takeoffs, there 
wasn't really time to run a full diagnostic check on 
the ship's systems. Platt found that out two miln- 
utes later, when her maneuverability jets cut out, 
Then her ton drives. Then the main generator. Ne 
doubt her shield generators were a mound of slap 
night now, The nearest uncontrolled landing area 
was a few Kilometers below: the Dune Sea. Platt 
did her best to angle the ship for a smooth crash, 
Alt beast she dichn't feel too banged up. 

Platt looks out the viewport. The sand com- 
pletely covers it, “Well, if 1 have to wait out the 
storm, | right as well check out what's left of my 
ship,” she sighs. There isn't much, Thee ventral pum 
mount was tom off curing the crash. The under- 
belly sensors are gone. Sand has filled the forward 
Maintenance crawheays. The cabins ane a mess. 
Bee-Zerobee hasn't been secured: his remains are 
scattered all over the main comdor, So much for 
the droid, He had sullered emough- 

Platt expects to find her cargo bay smeared 
with glaze cakes, the almost worthless cargo 
Sovar has stuck her with. Flashing the 
glow rod over the bulkhead, she can't 
find even the smallest morsel of 4 
glaze. The containers are still se- 
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kick, her foot connects with the hatch’s controls. The metal door 
whines as it slowly opens. Platt Hashes the glow rod and peers in- 
side. Two large thumper feet pumovel her to the deck. Several crea- 
tures with snouts pound over Platt, Some have nastily pointed 
harms. They shitter over her and et! inte some other part of the ship. 

Platt pulls herself off the deck, cursing. Pok's Denise has scumiers, 
vermin from Mos Eisley. She 
shines the glow rod inta the 
engineering busy, Bits of 
machinery and star- 
ship parts are 
even where, The 









WHAT'S 
ROLEPLAYING? 


}? the Kae game *Let's Pretend,” with 


cured in their webbing, but soame- slightly more sophist } iom coil ex- 
thing has gnawed the top web tt wee the ee his or her ! Waar hero (called a ; changers have 
straps away. The crate lids have ae hi a Rebel pilot, a smuggler, a boun ¥ {ELAN AAS aA jedi been pulled 
been unlatched and tossed olf, aa hrehln A let a Mehoee cbc! Talbott LEA WA Ss inte lots of little 


a teller, 
Flatt looks inside one and sniffs ac 
players, 


around, She smells glaze cake and Popa 
something else... something: arden. ceri 

Platt hears scratching noises in a 
maintenance duct beneath the deck plates, 
Pipes clatter in the alt engineenng station. Some- 
body is crawling around in there. Platt has ran 
into sneaky shipjeckers or stowaways before, bat 
nene could ever eat all those glaze cakes and 
manage to smell as bad as the crates do now. 

She cautiously approaches the hateh to thee aft 
ernineening: station. Platt takes the glow pol with 
her other hand and draws her blaster. With a swift 
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power coupling 

sheaths are pnawed 

straiphet through, The 

creatures have picked amd 

pulled apart important compo- 
nents of almost every system, 

Platt must have picked up the scurriers when Sovar came by to 
take her for that drink at the cantina: She had left her freizhter's car- 
fo hatch open, “Well, there's not much | can dio about it mow,” Plate 
says to nobody in particular, “The bese | can de is sell this old heap 
te the Jawas for scrap.” 


ehoaices affect haw the stary 


For details, read the Rags Role= 
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JE" 2a EER ceep within 
her ship, Platt figures the gravel 
storm has abated. The incessant 
hum outside has stopped, She 
presses the controls for the top- 
side hatch and stands back, It 
unlocks with a clank and groans 
open. An avalanche of sand 
pours in. When if stops (and 
Platt is relieved when it eventu- 
ally docs), she probs a backpack 
of her personal and survival gear 
and pulls herself up through the 
hatch, 

Tateolne’s twin suns are just 
pecking above the horizon. 
Fromm what Platt can see, her en- 
tire freighter is burned, With the 
transponder scrapped, moabody is 
Boing to find the starship in this 
wasteland, [e will probably take 
the Jawas a few weeks before 
one of their sandcrawlers rum- 
bles by this area. Platt knows 
she has to hike out of here on 
her oan. But which way leads ta 
the nearest settlement? 


Platt jumps back in Sunpnse as Ave scumers pop oul of the open hatch and race 
off inte the desert. The pesky scavengers must be secking, out the meanest food 
so0urce—garbage. Trash means there must be some kind of civilization around 
here, Platt kneels down and digs through her pack for the macrobineculars. She 
climbs the nearest dune and focuses the macros, trying to track the scuniers. 

There they are, already about a kilometer out, if her macrobinoculars” ranpe 
readouts are correct. The numbers suddenly read four meters as o massive blur ris- 
esin her macras’ viewsorsen. A gigantic hes and long neck burst out of the saruc. 
Platt drops the macrobineculars and svumbles backward in fear. She doesn't care if 
it's a sandwonn, kowyt dragon or worse. Platt just scrambles ta clear her blaster of 
ite holster. She's about to whirl and shoot whatever it is, when a warm snout play- 
fully nucsles her husir. 

Platt locks up to see a ronte with an innecent smile on its smout, Its sand-flaps 
dangle from the back of its head. The beast coos as it nubs her hair again. “Hey, 
stop it.” says Platt, @enthy pushing the ronto away. She gets up and dusts herself 
off, Platt notices a set of reing dangling from the animal's snout and a squarish sod- 
dle strapped to its back. She reaches wp to scratch the ronte's neck, It bends down 
and licks her face. “Hey there, big fellah. Where's your rider? Poor creature, you 
must have been stuck owt bere during the gravel storm. | guess those sand=flaps 
helped protect you. Serneumes I wish | could curl up and wait out a sandstonm.” 
The rante just affectionately rubs its snout against Plate's hair, 

Platt slings her backpack over one shoulder and approaches the ronte's saddle, 
There are no rapes or harmesses to climb, Tuming tts long neck to stare at her, the 
ronte knowingly kneels dawn on the sand. Platt grabs the saddle. steps onte the 
ronte’s bent lee and swings herself up, 

Settling inte the awkward saddle, she pate the creature's neck. “Good fellah 
Now, can you take me home?" The ronte looks back at her quizzically. “You 
know, forme.” says Plate insistently. “Food, water, civilization? Hella..." she says, 
patting its head. “Is there anything clicking in that tiny brain of yours? Look, fel- 
Lake, if T dean't fd civilicca- 
ton, | can’t hop a trans- 


port back to Mos Eishey. 
1 make it that far, | have to 
find 2 new starship with boun- 
ry hunters all over my tail. But 
I'm not poing eaywederc unless 
you start walking. Get it?" 

The ronte cranes its neck 
back and nuzzles her hair once 
more, “Look, you can mess up 
my hair as much as you warit 
when we reach a settlement, 
okay?” Platt isn't sure if the 
creature understands, Maybe it 
docs, maybe it doesn't Maybe 
it just feels like moving on, 
Anyway, the beast abruptly 
stands up and begins stomping 
of over the sand, following the 
same path the seurriers had 
maments before. Platt sighs. 
She pats the ronte’s neck. 
“Good fellal.” bd 
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Peter Pea EP Ee iz a STAR 
Wars editor and writer for Hest 
End Games. This is fis first conm- 
bation to SGM, 


-SCURRIER 


“TYPE: Scavenger 


DEXTERITY 3D eunalig 4D. FERCEP- 
TION 2042 = Sneak 30+? STRENGTH 2D+F1 


= Climbing/jumping 30+z. 
SPECIAL ABILITIES: BITE; Does STR damage. 
 HORMS (males only): Do STRD damage. MAM IFULA- 
—TIOM: Scurriers” forepaws cas manipulate small 
objects and pick apart cee as if they had a 


repairskill of gD, 

AAOVE: is 

SIZE: Up te 1.2 meters long 
RONTO 

TYPE: Beast of burden 

DEXTERITY 2D ~ Running 3D. PERCEPTION 

3D, STRENGTH 5D - Stamina 6D. 


SPECIAL ABILITIES: HEAT ENDURANCE: Rentes 
are extremely adaptable to desert conditions, 
theagh they still meed water to survive. SENSE OF 
SMELL: Rontos have a keen sense of smell, They add 
“1D to amy PERCEPTION roll involving smell. SKITTISH: 





_ Romtos are easily upset by any machines that move 
significantly faster than they. Add #40 to their 
- ORNERINESS when around earns) vehicles. 


MOVE: to 
SIZE: 4.25 meters tall 
ORNERINESS: 1D 
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BY MICHAEL MIRAELIAN 


The ever-expanding Srae Wars Custamizable Card Game has €x- 
panded once again, this time with the The Empire Strikes feck: Hoth Expansion 
Set. This action-packed edition contains 162 cards chronicling the cataclysmic 
Battle af Hoth. If you haven't experienced SH!CCG cards before, now is an 








excellent time to check them out. Hoth contains same of the preabest elements 
featured throughout all three movies, and has its own set of new cules. Now, in- 
stead of playing with your S7ag Maes figures out in the snow, you can stay in- 
aide, whip up a cup of hot cocon, sit by the fire (not too close, kids) and enjoy 
The Frarpire Strtics Bock Hoth, 
















So many of the fantastic fea- 
tures of Eripire are here im the 
new cards: AT-ATs, snowspeecd- 


ERABACIER WEATOS 


crs, Waimpas, Fauntauns, Arnakin’s 
lightsaber, Too-Onebee, the main 
Power BPenerator, prabats, 
snowtroopers and Commander 





luke Skywalker. Yes, Contrrtoar- 
der Luke Skywalker, One of the 
interesting things about the Sets from Decipher—past, present and fu- 
ture—is that the characters will prow and be- 
come mere experienced, especially Luke. 


Expansion 






Ross Campbell, Decipher's creative director, 
announced last August that there would be a 
total of fheee new Lukes ower the course of the 
expansions. (1, for one, an charmping at the bit 
to get my hands on Luke, Jedi Knight when the 
Return of the Jed: Tatooine set comes out!) 

Besiches all the people and things cards, there 
are places cards, too. Players wsing Dark Side cards pet the Hoth: Wampa Cave 
fall the way out at the 7th Marker), while Light Side players get Echo Base. Echo 

Base is actually a sede of locations, such as the Main Power Generator and Behe 
Command Center, Plus, there are new rules that change the way these places 
interact, which enhances the feeling of a real Rebel base in a frozen wasteland 

Some other interesting cards include | Thought They Smelled Bad on the 

OCutside. Just as Han Solo did before using his lightsaber to slice open 

Univun, you can use ane of these cards to protect a character from the ele- 

ments by sacrificing one of your creature vehicles. It Can Wait (Light Sice:) 
and I'd Just as Soon Kiss a Wookiee (Dark Side) both cio the same thing: When 


your apponent deploys a card, 
you can send wt back to his hand 
until the mext tum, Finally, who 
can forget the infarnous Death 
Mark? In this case, a Death Mark 
really ian't aon cacy thing to live 
with, You lose one Force every 
tum wntil you get rid of it, amd 
when you cho, the somugeeler it tar: 
Bets poes back inte your deck. 
For Sar Wares fans wheo pre- 
fer to ook at the cards instead of 
clobbering their friends with 
them, there's plenty in ESE: 
Hoth. Decipher is al- 


respected for its high-quality de- 
sign and imagery. and the Hoth 
set lives up lo that repulauan. 
Once again, they've used actual 
images from the movies wherey- 
er possible. The imapes are 
selected using a TOmm editing 
machine. Where it was imporssi- 
ble for the designers to get the 
perfect shat from Empire, they 
have @ither bouched wp 4a produc- 
tion phote or generated a digital 
IMARE On a COmpUuber. 

In the previous A Mew Hope 
Expansion Sel, players were 
treated to mew males, including 
Undercover Spies, Dejark Rubles 
and the ability ta Blow Things 
Away. In Hoth, there are more 
new rules. Combat vehicles 
work like starfighters, except 
they operate at pround level, 
which means you can add pilots 
te make them more powerful. 
Canversely, starlighters can now 
alse be used on the pround, 


Power Generation Rules give the Rebels the 
breathing space they've needed for a bong tire, 
With the Main Power Generator in play, the 
Dark Side player can only deploy his charac= 
ters, vehicles and starships at the farthest 
exterior Hoth site. The markers denote how 

far fram the Rebel base cach 
site is located. 


















Because 

AT-ATs can only move one 
site: aa tum, 1% Comuld fake sewer- 
al turns to reach the Main 

Power Generator, 

For players who may choose 
net ta build Hoth decks from 
scratch, a Two-Player Expansion 
Se if available, containing a 
Light Side and Dark Side pre- 
made deck of 60 cards cach, a Hoth booster pack and a 
mle book with everything necessary to bepin the gaume. As 
with the premiere ‘Two-Player Set, the rules are the same 

as the standard Hoth set's. The Two-Player Sets can be 
uzed as a jumping-off point for getting into the game, or 
to play and enjey on their own, whe 
Prequcnt SWOh confitfytor ifichae! (fithocion necmidly retuned front 
fe STAR Wars Custcenrzoie Card Game orld Championship. See dow 
fre foncd fn fiis issue's “Aponte Cela. ~ 
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What Is the Sra Wars Customizable Card Game? 


The Sree Waar Customizable Card Game is a two-player game in which 
one player controls the Light Side forces of the Rebellion while 
the other controls the Dark Side, including the evil Galactic Em- 
pire. An ever-expanding pool of cards (in excess of 650) allows 
players to construct a wide variety of decks. A standard deck is 
60 cards, but players may agree to play with as many as they 
want, a8 long as the number of Light Side and Dark Side decks are 


the same. 


The object of the game is to be the first player te deplete his or her 
opponent's Life Force, which is represented by the various cards 
in a player's deck. Each card in a deck represents one Force, and 
is often used to pay the costs of cards from your hand. As you 
lose Force, you discard one card for cach one Force you must loge. 

For more information about the Srax Wares Customizable Card Game, 
write to Decipher, Inc., 253 Granby 5t., Norfolk, VA 23510-1513 oF 
call (@04) 623-3600. On-line options include e-mailing RebelBbase= 
Leader@decipher.com or exploring the company's Web site at 


www.decipher.com. — Af. At. 
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Topps Star Wars trading cards, new and old, 
have created an ever-expanding universe 
of valuable collectibles 


time Okay, let's get this out of the way up front, 
Yes, this column and accompanying price lst are 
all about American Topps Svar Pars cards from 
1977 to tomorow, And, yes, Topps publishes this 
magazine (though the publishing executives don't 
dictate topics for this column). And finally, yes, | 
personally have done work for Topps on—let's 
See now—live Sag Maes trading card sets. 
Given all that. this column 
was decidedly mor my idea. It 
was my assistant, Josh Ling, 
who compiles the price guide 
in every issue, who insisted 
on this baby. After all, nen- 
EPOrls or entertainment 
trading cards—in particu- 
lar STag Waes cards— 
have again become a hot 
collectible after years of 
darkness, when you 
practically couldn't 
give away a Rewer of 
the Jedi set. Josh 
also thought thar 
this would be a rel- 
atively easy and 
comparatively 
short list to com- 
pile after last 
igsue's list of cereal 
bowe: and premiums. 
He was wrong on both accounts, and he 
has paid dearly for it. This is, by far, the longest 
and most complex list we have printed im our at- 
tempt to cover every smerican Topps Srae Maas 
card and variation since the very beginning of 
recerded history—that is, 20 years ago. (We hope 
to address Topps and other licensed foreign varia- 
tions at some future time.) 
There were a number of things that made this 
a complicated assignment. First, people collect 
trading cards ina variety of ways: Some buy sin- 
ple cards to complete a set: others buy only full 
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sols, with or without stickers in 
the case of the early seis, Then 
there are multiple wrappers, 
wrapped packs and full or enp- 
ty shelf boxes. 

Taday's card business is 
even crazier, with rare proma- 
hianal cards, various levels of 
chase cards, box or carton pre- 
mikm cards and redemption 
cards (frequently worth more 
than the jem received). You can 
add i that all of the uncut 
sheets of the muin cards, premi- 
um cards, enc. 

In this guide, we're only list- 
ing uncut sheets that were pub- 
licly available fram Topps or 
through such vendors as QVC. 
Yes, we know that ome peophe 
in the industry, or who are asso 
chited with someone in it, have 
Btn abbr to get wneut sheers or 
almost any att directly fram any 
manufacturer. And an auction of 
pant of Topps’ art archives in 
1989 also resulted in uncut 
sheets of earlier series “going 
public.” But because uncut 
sheets change 
hands relatively in- 
frequently, it's hard 
to put a price on 
them, other than 
giving a broad 
range of between 
$30-$200 oF so. 

That hasn't 
stopped us, 
however, from 
listing the infa- 
mous PS card 
from STAs 
Wass Galaxy 2, even though 
there are only a very few in pub- 
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lic hands, because most were destroyed, That, of course, is what 
makes it so valuable and perhaps the first individual fran Mags cord 
that someday could ga at auction for $1,000 or more, possibly a lot 
more. But we'll deal with that later, 
For now, some history. Topps was one of the early Stag Wass li- 
j censees—though not quite early enough. As a result, the then 
Brooklyn-based company (headquarters have since been moved to 
Manhattan) almost cicdn't pet the license in the first place. In doing 


interviews for my book, Srar Waas: From Concept to Sereen fo 
Colecihle, | talked with Mare Pevers, the 20th Century-Fox execu- 
tive in charge of licensing at the time Svas Wass was first released. 
“We sent out a letter te a couple of hundred manufacturers, say- 
ing that Svae Wares was going to be a great event. a spectacular li- 
censing Vehicle,” says 
Pevers of an incident rot 
recounted in the book. 
“But response wis very poor. We got maybe a hali-dozen 
replies.” Pevers knew some people at Topps, and thought 
his new project would be a shoo-in because of the compa- 
ny's success with cards based on Fox's Planer of she Apes. 
“We had a pood [meeting], but they sald movies really 
weren't very Geensable because they came and went so 
quickly,” Pevers recalls. Desperate to get the promotional 
beast that a card set would bring. Pevers asked for only a 
SIMILAR SHOTS relatively tiny advance. Still, the answer wis no 
In the meantime, Kenner Products had procured the 
OF THE MAK toy leengze, and when the movie became a overnight 
REGO BAMG sensation, the toy maker wanted the tracing cards to 
APPEAR ON THE «=e made by Donmuss, which like Kenner was then 
owned by cereal giant General Mills. Donruss offered 
WAL EL a slightly higher royalty, but Topps came back with a : 
WIBEVISION winning bid, For Topps, it was undoubtedly a great long- 
SETS OF TOPPS’ 9 tenn investment, And Topps was one of the first companies to pet 
errven or rag %8ck into producing new Sivas Mars items once the current remiais- 
sance began in the carly "bs, 
FEOT CARDS. Tloved and collected trud- 
ing cards as a kid, so it was a 
special tholl for me to sign om 
with Topps as consulting editor for its three pwr EMPIRE 
a7ar Wass Galaxy seta, the first of which de- 
buted in 1993. We combed the Lucasfilm ULEAD 
. Archives and that of several individuals—such 'MSPIREO AK 
| 8a my friend Bill Plumb, who owns an un- OFFER FOR 
matched collection of original Sra Wass art. ppees eneers 
eo another friend, Tom Seeees nee ore ON WAY PACE 
lects Kenner art—for great, rarely seen art ard 
Braphics to use for the sets. Then | diseovered WEAPPFERS ARB 
how difficult it was to squeeze a mass of infor- A MOWEL SET OF 
: Be ee, mation down to the 60 or so wards that fit on a card back. LETTER-SHAPED 
; | = My association with Topps alse gave me the opportu- 
; nity ta work with Topps’ long-time West Coast Editor STICKERS. 
Gary Gerani, who 20 years ago (he must have been 12 at 
the tine} began assembling the original. hugely successful 
Tar Wass trilopy sets for Topps. Gary. serving as the 
overall editor of 
the Galaxy series, 
and I split the acquisition and writing chores; | handled the 
older art, while Gary commissioned the "New Visions” 
feces from het comics artists and other illustrators. 
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Besides being a great experience, it also afforded me, 
at last, the chance te pet the straight answer to a long- 
burning question: Just how did thar card come about? 
Thet card. of course, is the so-called X-rated version of 
ereen-bordered #207, which appears to show an anatomi- 
cally comect C-3PQ, | had long heard that sone poner 
cither angry at Topps or just on a lark—had done the 






























BUBBLE MEMORY 


Longtime Topps creative force 
LEN BROWN recalls “one of the more 


aj z i A Pa 
deed, But, even in povate, Gary insists that Topps pinged memorable experiences have had 
Lhe transparency exactly as il tl sag hans [ror Lucsaliten, just days atter ‘Srex Wass had taken the nations’ 
and didn't netice the errant appendage until the set had ‘ : ; eee 
any ee crag mesa te ea theaters by storm, in May of 1977, 4 headline in 
been printed and widely circulated. While dealers place a 1" : : 
much higher value on the first print than the corrected ver- Varfety screamed, Stak Waar 6 Day Take Bert 
Oa ee a : ro a Since jaws! With that in mind, | bolted inte the 
sion, in peality there could be as many if not ovore of the ini- ; 
; as : ; : office of Topps" then executive vice president 
tial version in circulation : 
rigs : . : : Arthur Shorin (teday he's chairman) and made 
Besides the five different Topps sets of Srae Maes curds i 
mae jee senate , vor cara : an impassioned plea to call goth Century-Fox 
that came outin LO77 and 1O78, the company issued another f 
; ae a 7 = : - ; in California ta secure the bubble gum trading 
oddity in 1ST: Srage Waar SugarePree Gam, There are four ‘i 
: ; ; card rights. Yet the conventional wisdom at 
different outer cwsrappers, 56 dillerent and wer funky imapes x - 7 
: ; that time was, first, movie cards don't sell, 
an the backs of the wrappers—most look like very early pub- - F 
oe ns ee Po ayer fer Se and, secondly, kids don't care about space, 
boty photes with some strange color backgrounds added by 
= ; i tee ; : Well, Srae Waar exploded those myths 
Tepps. Dim bold the sec was conly released in & lew test miar- : oe Bis metal 
Pancrase te te + A sac at ae overnight! And go, within days of the film's 
kets, and it took me years to find the final two Wrappers bo , if d If in Holl d to beat 
ae P i nd myself in we im 
complete my set. But it's always bugged me that each wrap- the ieee ft : tte an : eat o beg 
DS peer AD " = : e otos for i) rT man 
per has a small rip in it because of the packaging machinery. tts aP a ‘4 Be bed ¥ 
: : 3 . Srae Waes trading card sets from Topps. 
Then, at the Srag Mars 10th anniversary convention in 
a ens In those pre-Skywalker Ranch days, George 
1987, | found a collector/dealer who had the complete set, flat . : 
ae ” See : = ss Lucas" production offices were housed in a 
and with no rips! Even at the then-steep $200, | was amazed 
: war modest sulte on the Universal Studios lot. | 
and pleased to upprace my first set. | have since heared of other 
such “factory fresh” sets for sale was greeted there by Charlie Uppincett, vice 
Ces Lo eet president of advertising, publicity, promo- 
Por fipre, Topps produced three sets, although with more ti d Kandisi < wees: 
otal cards and stickers than the hive Su Mears seis. There are Sat TA ete ae tL fg A ole oo 


ration, and his assistant, Carol Titelman, 

whe laid out contact sheets filled with hun- 

dreds of photes from the film. Orders from 
the home front called for a series of 64 
cards and uw stickers. The only restriction 
from Lippincott was that "George does not 
want to release photoes from the cantina 
sequence.” (Eventually, Topps was given 
those shots, and they appeared in Sra 
Waar Movie Phote Cards, Serles #9.) 

An hour or so into my visit, | heard a voice 
Say, There are going to be nine or io Sraa 
Wass films and possibly a Sra Waar TV se- 
rigs. Ilooked up, and there was George 
Lucas conversing with Lippincott. Next to 








: > es ‘ SOT Senses George was Luke Skywalker—well, okay, 
I : Thee it was really Mark Hamill—both of them 
ackaging oddities to look for, such as cellophane 2 
APROMO CARD P : = = ae, oc : mah P 5 just to feet away from me! Introductions 
: rack packages with different header cards and a : 
FOR GALAKY 2 were made, small talk was exchanged 
packare of 80 unwrapped cards and a small cardd- vf 
DEPICTED A beard “collector's box” on a blister card. ras anen ee bbe dito fee seach 
KMIFE-WIELO- Topps produced an Errpire set of 30 large, 5” x Md per le tet lel bbc etwa athe eta ie! 
ant eee er en nae aT aie et for the fantasy art of Frank Frazetta. } 
ING EWOR T” phote cards. They all had the same back—a tia ctavea ke mei 
photo checklist. Topps also did 4 test series of the ri parte tic saci pets eh ig 
CLEFT). THE cards with the same photo fronts, but with backs al it pile co ae oe ite 
WEAPOM WAS that had meat borders of line art of the characters nea z ik rile pet omer a : oe ye 
REMOVED FOR and a description of the individual card frant. er eo perce ito iar biter ict 
Nn oe Enough of those were produced that they still show more interested in finding out about 
up dor sabe fram time ta time. In 1981, Topps made eee eth: cards. surely that day 
ISSUE CAED theatrical posters of Stag Mass and Bmore in a 12” tetas ones t spite Ha Sntee 
(RIGHT), eZ” sige as part ofits Gaant Mowe Pin-Ups sect TEnces ave had wit Topps. 


iO fey 


By Jail, there was some fall-off of interest in tology cords, Topps 
produced two sets with multi-color variations on the stickers and 
puazle backs, It also published its first sticker album, with spaces for 
140 stickers that tell the story of Jedi. And that was lt for a decade. 

Since the retum of Topps in 199%, the company has created 13 
different Snag Wars sets; including variations auch as factory, first- 
day and refractor versions, the number jumps to 17. There are 
binders with exclusive cards; a sect of six steel cards; cards included 
as promovional tema with toys from Just Toys, Hasbro and Galoch; 
Pepsi retailer versions of jae Waas Trilogy Special Faltion promo 
cards: five different nine-card sheets for Galaxy 1; a Waldenbooks 
giveaway: three different sutopraph cards for San Diego Comic-Con 
Intemational: cards distributed with this magazine... Whew! 

There are a couple of oddities in the current go-round. The bao 
mast interesting revolve around promo cards for Galaxy 2. The first 
wee tive Jim Starlin art for card 8266. It shows a band of feisty 
Ewoks attacking a scout trooper, The Ewok hanging onto the troop- 
ers helmet has one hand upraized, az if he's carrying something. In 
the unnumbered prame card included with Triton Comic Cards and 
Collectibles #2. the Ewoak Js carrying something—a dagger. But Lu- 
eashilm Licensing hadn't approved that bloodthirsty image, and the 
knife magically disappeared before the set came oat. 

The other disappearance is more noticeable: There's a gap be- 
tween the P2 and P4 prome cards for the set. The problem vias an- 
other unapproved piece of art. this one by John Rheume, depict- 
ing a Yoda-like creature worshipping a large Yoda-like statue 
while other Yoda-lke creatures look on, Because of miscommuni- 
cations, Topps printed a linuted supply of the card. 

When Lucashiim saw a test of the card, it ordered the entire run 
destroyed—which it was, except for a tiny number of cards that 
Bot inte a few outside hands. There has been only one known 
sale, for several hundred dollars, and there may yet be more 
cards in private hands. so the market on that “forbidden” card is 
un_noWwT. 

Last year | had the chance to work with Topps apain—this time 
with Ingar Westburg, my friend in New Product Development—on 
bva senes of cards for release around the Trfegy Special Eolitrorn. 
Topps is issuing a mass-mar- 
ket “Complete 
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A SUPER-RARE Story” get that includes 72 
PROMO CARD eands featuring Widevision im: 

ages from past setsa—and a few 
FROM GALANT 2 ow ones from the Special Eifi- 
RECENTLY SOLO) = ffan—to tell the story of all 
FOR SEVERAL three films. The second set, 
Specta! Falion Wicdevision, uses 


HUA DRED : : 
1M pes that aré new or have 
DOLLARS, been enhanced for the new re- 





















[Foes _ lease, with explanatory 





material, story= ~ od 
boards and sketches on the backs, 
Siary of the ecards are from Srae Mags the re- 
maining 12 are splat between EBrrnire and feo. 
(Because new and enhanced scenes in the latter 
two filmes werent completed in time, Topps had 
to use on=set photoes and art for those 12 cards.) 
There are cool laser-cut chase cards 
with both sets. and Spe- 
cal Edition Widevision 
alsa has hologram and 3- 
LD) chase cards. separately, 
the deluxe edition of 
Topps’ Srae Wars 20th 
Anniversary Comrmenrvorative 
Magazine comes with three 
exclusives: a laser-cut cand, a 
4:D card and a Multi-Moauion 
curd, 
rates Topps has been with Srar 
Mass from the beginning, and 
they've taken fans on a great 
fide for the post 20 yeors. As the Trfery Special 
faition unfolds and the prequels pet under 
way, that great trading card tradition 1s sure 
to contimuc. iy 
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The Suchers successful searches for Star Wars 
collectibles has taken over a good part of their house— 


and their family life 


Him When Dion Sapcher dirst saw 
Sivas Wars 20 years ago, he was 
blown away by the lm, “I hadn't 
heard anything about it, but | 
opened the newspaper and saw 
the ad and just had te go to the 
first show,” he remembers, 

S50 he bought lots af S7a4r 
args merchandise, right? Mah. 
He was “too old” at the npe age 
of 33, to collect any of the prod- 
ucts for himself, he says. A 
younger cousin in idaho amassed 
a trove of the Kenner action fip- 
ures, and they were fun to see on 
visits. And Don taped every Srar 
Wars television program he 
could, and bought all the videos 
when they cane carl. 

Then, in August 1995 there 
was at tremor in the Force im the 
area of Aberdeen, Washington, 
where Don lives with his wife 
Lisa and their two boys. Kaby, 
now 12 years old. and Nick, 9, 

“We had come back Irom a 
visit to Idaho, and ny cousin still 
had 13 of his onginal figures,” 
Deon recalls, “Our kids knew af 
the movies, but they weren't real- 
ly paying much attention ta 
them.” But Koby showed Nick 
the Frae Pears video again, and 
they and Dad were sitting around 
talking about the movie when 
lightning struck—not the literal 
type, but the brght-idea type, AU 
of a sadden, that talk turned inta 


tt) 


A quest: to try to find every original Kenner Srae Wares action figure. 
And just about anything else Fre Mies, including older vehicles and 
playsets, books, comics, records, posters, games, sheets and so forth. 
“Wie cought the Stae Wars collecting fever.” Don says. Indeed, in 
the space of less than owe years, the Suchers have assembled a huge 
collection that overflows one good-sized roam in their home and ls 
now threatening to flood a second. That's even more impressive when 
you consider that Aberdeen and its three mearby sister cities, with 


combined population of just 
around 40,000, isn't exactly a 2cl- 
lector's hot spent, 

“We started running ads in the 
local newspaper and haunted 
Barage sales every weekend,” 
Don reveals. “It just kept prow- 
ing, Hke a giant snowball. We gor 
things wherever we could, some- 
times by answering ads in Pay 
Shop and other publications.” 
There were frequent, hourslong 
trips to Olympla te scout out 
Wal-Mart and Toys 'R’ Us stores 

Den and the boys also hung 
out around places that might at- 
tract other Shae Hares collectors, 
and, sure enough, they struck up 
acquaintances. In fact, out of 
those close encounters has grown 
an informal, local Stave Maes co: 
lectors group. “They range im age 
from about 27 on down, but I'm 
by far the oldest,” says Dan, whe, 
as a furniture salesman for the 
last 21 YCars, already had an 
affinity fer dealing with people. 
“We're o really varied group. We 
try to have monthly @el-lopeihers 
to share the latest finds, but at- 
tendance is hit or mass.” 


BY STEVE SANSWEET 


Spurred by his cousin's treasures, Don and his 
SONS are most intent on completing their collection 
af original Renner action figures, “It's casier be- 
cause we're not mint-in-the-package kind of peo- 
ple.” Don notes. “We want to handle these figures, 
play with them and just enjoy them every day.” 

From sonsteh in mid-1995, they have been able 
to pick up all bur four of the original Kenner Sra 
eas trilogy lines and the Evokes and Drofes higures. 
They are sull seeking Warek, Luke Stormtrooper, 










Han in Carbenite and Yak Face, 
“We know where to find them, 
but they are amonp the most ex- 
pensive out-of-package figures,” 
Don explains. “Besides, with all 
the new stuff corning out, that’s 
where the money is going.” 

And what things are the Such- 
cr men buylng these days? 
“We're trying to buy evening!” 
Says Don, laughing all the way to 
his pigey bank. 

One might get the feeling, 
however, that all this isn't exactly 
4 laughing matter for Don's wife 
Liza. “Oh, | think she just gave up 
trying to understand this after 
akeout six months,” says Deon, 

Actually, Lisa alfers, she's still 
warking on it, “They are having 
auch & great time working togeth- 










er to build their collection,” she notes. “Of course, 


for Christmas 1995, Gon came home with one of 


those stand-up arcade games—and | guess that 
could have gone toward a diamand ring. Burt it's 
healthy for the kids, and it's great for their bonding 
with Don, for whom this is. a second-time family.” 

Besides, Don says in his defense, “I don't have 
any really exponsive hobbies like 
boats or cars. I'd rather spend 
the money on new toys or old cereal boxes and 
magazines with J7ae Waeson the cover.” 

Oh, and one ether thing: Den, Koby and Nick 
have created a cornporation—Sucher & Sons. “That 
way we can look at qur S7ae Mout outlays as an in- 
veatment for the future,” Dan thearees. 

[t's bucky that ihe Suchers have a large house, 
which Don describes as a sort of a white-colored 
Death Star. frase Wars merchandise first took over 
the guest bedroom, but it pot so full “that we con 
only take one person through it at a time.” Don 
says, The &7ae Maas stuff has recently taken over a 
second guest bedroom and now threatens to invade 
the living room. But there, Lica tries 
to promise, is where sho will draw 
the line. 

Both Koby and Nick love the 
expanded STanr WaAes universe. 
Nick is partial te the LucasArts 


FPAMTASTIEC 





CO-ROM games. In fact, when 
asked his Guvorite chiuiecter in the 
STAR WARS universe, he names 
Pic, a computer-penerated dark 
Jedi whe appears in Dark Forces 
Il: Jedi Knight. 

Koby enjoys the new comics 





and novels. His fsvorte ts Timo- 
thy 2ahn's Herr ta the Empire, 
which helped kick off the Srar 
Wars revival in the 1990s. “1 like 
fdllowing the stories, and the fact 
that it's such a large universe 
with eo many different charac- 
ters,” says Koby 

“Weve all been looking for 
ward ta seeing the [Special fal- 
fon] trilogy on the big screen, 
Koby and Nick, of course, for the 
first time, ~ states Don. “But my 
favorite part of all this c& being 
able to see Svae Hues around ws 
every single day,” 

Fram the sounds and looks al 
things around the Suchers’, those 
days will be unlirmired. (ho 
WHILE DAD 
WAS PROBABLY 
OFF AWHTING 
FOR MORE Svar 
WARS STUFF TO 
ADD TO THE 
FAMILY S 
OVERFLOWING 
COLLECTION, 
WICK CLEFT) 
AMD ROBT 
SUCHEE POSED 
WITH A COUPLE 
OF THEIR 
FAVORITE 
TRILOGY TOYS: 
SIARE FAHD A 


SANDCEAWLER. 
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Here are the final two 
Honorable Mentions from 
our art contest. 


tor: Shao to Gok MARTIN SCHLIERKAMP 
face 23) Shao to Gok is an itinerant preach- 
er and information scout. He teams up with 
8 nameless telepoath of dowbtful origin, and 
is known on several outlaw worlds, 


secow: The Shels of Hoth BRIAN FRAIM 
(ace 22) The Skels are an aggressive, 
bipedal species that roams the frozen wastes 
of Hoth. At a maximum height of 1.2 meters, 
the agile Skels are sen- 
tlent but primitive crea- 
tures that communicate 
through a series of snarls 
and grunts. They have 
protective tusks that pro- 
trude from their snouts: 
tough, bony claws on their 
hands are used for bur- 
rowing through the ice 
and snow. A thick, dense 
for covers their thin bod- 
ios and insulates them 
from the harsh Hoth envi- 
ranment. 

Living in the caves lit- 
tered throughout the 
mountains an Hoth does 
provide shelter for the 
Skels, although they can 
survive in temperatures 
well below Hoth's aver- 
age. They are very brazen 
pack hunters who, be- 
cause of the scarcity of 
food on Hoth, will go after 
anything without provoca- 
tion. As seen in this illus- 
tration, they will even fo 
after Imperial probe 
droids. 
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Collectibles maven STEVE SANSWEET gives expert answers to 
your questions about Star Wars stuff 


* | have been a longtime fan of anything that 
has todowith Scaq Maes, Will there be, or is there 
already, an lon cannon or turbolaser toy? ADAM 
BENDER, Goodsoil, Sk, Canada  SAWSEFKEET: Foe farge 
ion cannon shows up in The Empire Strikes Back, 
and Kerner (pow @ part of Hasbro) made a 
nifty version as part of its fate, gone-too-soon 
Aticre Ceffection fh iga2. The not-se-micre Hoth 
fon Cannon action playset (Tomart price $474) 
fad a #reay plastic cannen rpiherc nearly four 
inetes in diameter whlch sat atep a white 
“snow” tower, part of the 
Aebels’ Fehe Base. The cannon 
wes ond fever for “swivel!” ac- 
fion, and the set came with 
elght die-cast figures. ft wes 
also available as part of the 
larger Hoth World, consisting 
of fowr different Hoth piay- 
sets. As for fasers, Kenner’s 
fine fneluded, among gmeall 
“wiini-rig™ toys, Tri-Pod taser 





+45 an avid Srae Maar fan, | 
collect same memorabilia, 
and I'm amazed with the 
huge selection. However, 
there are several items for 
Se § which | cannot find a source: 
a ™)| § iron-on or stick-on patches: 
oi; ET 3% answering-machine tapes 
Pie we ames a with 3rag haar messages and 
Se Se a gp voices; bed linens; and bank 
SEES : checks with frase Maes 
themes. I've made some 
patches for myself, such as a 
Rebel Alliance symbeal far 
jeans and jackets, but I"d 
appreciate help in locating 
commercial sources for these 
items, TRACI STERLING, Tallahad- 
see, FL SANSWEET: First of 
all, thandas for sending me 
the nice Rebel denim fron-on 
patel with your letter, Traci! 





Cannen, Radar faser Cannan 
and Mic-3 Adobe taser Can- 
non (Tomart price $20* each). 
Alte check oul several recent 
Gafooh toys including the 
Atiero Afachines fee Planet 
Hoth playset and the farger 
Action Fleet fee Planet Hoth 
Playset. Both fave moveable 


+ Conld you please tell me where fF coold 
et the stomps you featured in fssuc Ha? 
Taanks. JAMES LACKOIS, Laulavile, CO 
SANSWEET: You're welcome. The au- 
thentic, foil-enhanced Sra Wass 
Portage stamps issued by St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines are available from 
SSCA. The toll-free phone number is 
1-800-346-7727. The stamps and port- 


Fou’re in fuck on some of 
your requests, Gut will Fave 
to wait a while on the offh- 
ers. J love patches, too, and 
now Lucasfilm Licensing 
knows that there is a desire 
among fans to have some 
coo! new ones produced, The 
answering-machine tape is 


fon cannons, and are still 
available. 





follos are quite attractive, 


alse a great (dea. Anthony 
Daniels (the very proper 


€-3F0, of course) often mock-complains that every time Ae 


goes to the Aouse of a fan-turned-friend, fe’s asked to record 
such a mestage. (wish | Aad thought of asking.) Maybe LFL 
wil! tate the lead from Teny. Bed linens are a mast-rmarket 
item, and there faven’t been any since around the time of 


Return of the erry a Gl ol oie os oe 


Jedi. Bat with sere ee : 
the Stan Wars - CR FTE LinriH 


Trilogy Special Edition and the upcoming prequels, expect te 
see new designs in the stores before long. The checks you can 
order today. They are produced by Oefuxe Corp., the leading 
printer of checks that are exclusively available through 
banks, The Stan Wass checks come packaged as ro different de- 
Signs with an option te pick from among a group of “wood- 
cuts” and pArases from the films to Save printed on the 
checks, Each order comes with a colorful vinyl checkbook cov- 
@r, with a Fandsome feather Darth Vader-emborsed cover 





available as an option, Prices vary. 


ea Sl PDT) SS oY FDS oT, 


GOT A STAR WARS COLLECTIBLES QUESTION? ae for some pce item that may or may mol exist? 


Want to know how much yout treasared trilogy toy is worth? Just want to vent about col 


eciing? Send your letters—about collectibles only-to 


Collectors Comlink, Dept. SGM, P.O. Box zgrbo9, Los Angeles, CA 90029, or to our e-mail address: swqmtopps@aol.com. Time won t allow individual 
replies, but we'll answer questions of broadest interest in the magazine each issue. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 
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LAUNCHING A NEW 


LucasArts Entertainment Company introduces the first real 


a think of LucasArts Entertainment Company and Srag WW vv Ea 
7 Chances are you think of games like Dark Force 


A, r 


tii Yih 


ased Hthes in the 
unich ar beauty of 


tee Ermipire ane battle it 
production manager at 
1a beh | to BM extrene— the sibilities fer a pame like 


this are emerinne 





et A 


Star Wars Rebellion is an 
eal-lime galactic expan- 

nd domination, offering 
crs of personal computer 
meereoert by the Pentium chip 
the kind of grand strategy pame 
Chat 18 @xibrerrely ‘ular these 
ellion will 

T game 


modem play (for: twa eit ers). te 
is scheduled fo 
spring bor the Win 
ROM plathon, 


release this 
; 95 CD. 
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FAR LEFT: FROM 
REBELLION'S 
COMMAMD 
CEMTER, PLAY- 
EES COHTROL 
FLEET DEPLOY- 
MENT AND 
MOHITOER 
PLAHET LOFAL~ 
TY. OM THE 
ROAD TO 
VICTORY, 
PLAYERS WILL 
HAVE TO BUILD 
MAKUEFACTUR- 
ING (TOP LEFT) 
AMD REFINERY 
FACILITIES 
CROTTOM LEFF, 





time grand strategy for the Star Wars gamer BY TOM BYRON 


While Siar Wars Rebellion isn't story-driven, it is important to 

establish some context. The sctting is the time just after the oon 
clusion of A Afew Afope in which the Alliance has dealt a deceive 
blow to the Empire by destroying the first Death Star. Only tem- 
poranily thwarted, the Galactic Empire negroups to comune is ne- 
lentless pursuit to crush the Rebellion while the Alliance has rallied 


monagement of production resources, military 
output and deployment, and conducting political 
and ceplonage wctivities 

Digging a litthe deeper, Siar Wars Rebellion isn't 
all about using military might to dominate the 
galaxy, “Ina way, Star Wars Rebellion is really a 


oe ary ea plains Cline, “One of the 
Domination of the galaxy, im the lonm of GAME HOG plains Cline. "One of the 


either the Empire or Rebel Alliance, is the primary objective in Star 
Wars Rebellion—a poal not easily attained, regardless of allegiance. 
The galaxy is organized into sectors and systems (or planets) and 
can be tailored by size for longer or shorter pare seasons, from 
100-200 systerna (10-20 sectors of 10 systems cach), Players com- 
mand all the major strategic aspects of their side, including the 


ways a player wing the game is by building a strong 
loyalty base of planets, which translates to control 
of the galaxy. Players can win a planet's loyalty ei- 
ther through diplomacy or through force. Its a real 
balance, For instance, the use of force can be very 


ey 


effective, but the player runs the danger of having a resentful planet under his or ber 
eentreal [t's nat hard fora nesenthul planet to shift its loyalties te the ether side.” 

Star Ware Rebellion gameplay breaks down to two basic parts: strategic and tucti- 
eal. The strategic component is where players make the majority of decisions, imclud- 
ing manufacturing, resource management, feet deployment, mission assignments and 
exploration. Players are updated on events by their “agents”: C-3PO for the Rebel 









Alliance and IMP-22 for the Galactic Empire. 


When two opposing Neem meet over the same system, the tactical component 
kicks in. This is a separate game element where players can join ships that have been 
deployed inte task forces or fighter squadrons, and assign orders or targets, All of this 
takes place in a unique, real-time, 3-D space-battle feature that if Moving 48 so0n £8 
the eonflict is jeined, so While the player is making decisions, so is the computer or 


Oppecesing: player 


“The strategy component of Star Wars Rebellion if exciting, but the tactecal side 
takes this pame over the top.” says Cline. “The 3-D engine is very sophisticated and 


spectacular, and gamers will be hard pressed to find anything like it.” 

Another unique characteriade of Star Wars Rebellion is that it is 
heavily chairecter diven, Each side has dowens of characters [rom 
the Srag Mears universe at its disposal. To win the game, a number 
of missions must be assigned to achieve specific goals, such as 
diplomatic missions to sway oa system's loyalty, sabotage missions 
ta drop planctary defenses (allowing for bombardment) or rescuc 
missions if another character has been captured. By assigning a 
character to a mission that complements his or her attributes, the 
chances of that mission suceecding arc greatly increased 

For example, if a player secks to convince a planet to be loyal to 
the Rebellion, and wishes to take a more diplomatic approach to 
achieve that loyalry, the player might assign Mon Maoathma, who is a 
diplomat and the leader of the Alliance. At the same tine, precisely 
becouse she is a diplomat and thus not militarily powertul, she’s vul- 
nerable to capture, which would give the opponent one of its “win 
facters.” OF course, the player con always mount a rescue mission. 

“Characters are drawn from all over the Srae Wars universe, 
from the films and novels” explains Cline, “Players and fans should 
expect to make uze of the talents of such characters as Luke Sky- 
wWilker, Han Solo, Darth Vader and Grand Admiral Thrawn [from 
the Timothy 4ahn novels].” In all, there are 65 characters, 28 from 
the Alliance and 27 fram the Galactic Empire. 


| "5a 


Strategy games such as Star Wars Rebellion 
are often referred to as “turn-based”: Player 1 
makes a move; after that's completed, Player 2 
tukes a tum. Meanwhile, Player 1 has no choice 
but te sit and wait for Player 2 be finish the tun. 

“Star Wars Rebellion chanpes all that,” says 
Cline. “In the game, everything happens in real- 
time. Events occur whether the player is ready or 
not. There's no time to nun and make a sandwich, 
because you're liable to come back and find 
you've lost a planet. My advice is to eat well be- 
fore beginning a session.” (AU kadding aside, Cline 
does point out that there is a pause feature, so 
ime is not completely out of a players control.) 

If Star Wars Rebellion’s complexity sounds a lit: 
te beyond a new gamer's skill level, Cline has 
some soothing words. “Rebellion promises a little 
something for everyone—it's deep and challenging 
for the veteran, but undemanding for the novice 
We've purposelully made it az accessible as possi- 
Ble, because after all, what Shae Wass fan would 
pass up the chance te nun their favorite palacy?" 


fort Gyeoon ta regaver commbutor fo WOM. 














IM REBELLION, 
CHARACTERS 
ARE CAPTURED 
AHD FLAWETS 
ARE ATTACKED, 
FAR LEFT: AW 
ALLIAHCE 
CHARACTER 
HAS BEEW 
CAPTURED AWD 
EROUGHT BE- 
FORE EMPEROR 
PALPATIAE. 
ARGRE: A 
GALACTIC 
EMPIRE FLEET 
MERACINGLY 
HOVERS OVER 
A PLARET. 
ffFT, Fo 
ToP: ADMIRAL 
PIETT (FROM 
AWEW HOPE), 
LAB ASAT 
(FROM THE 


LAHM TRILOGY) 


AMD GENERAL 
CRIX MADINE 
(FROM FETOSH 
OF THE JEDI), 


ITS OFFICIAL! 


How LucasArts Made 
Making Magic 


The only “official” electronic informa 


tien about the theatrical release of 
the Sraa Wass Trifogy Special Edition 
was first available for the PC and 
Macintosh as part of the LucasArts 
Archives Vol. il: The Srae Mars Collec= 
tien. Het only is that a mouthful, it's 
also a six CD-ROM set including such 
popular LucasArts games as Rebel 
Assault, Rebel Assault ii, TIE Fighter 
and the Dark Forces Super Sampler 
(three playable levels). 


Bundled with the games was Making Mag- 


ic: 4 Behind-the-Scenes Look at the 
Making of 

the Sram Wass 

Trilogy Spe- 

cial Faftian. 

A kind of 

documentary 

on CD-ROM, 

Making Mag- 

fedoes as it says, offering Sma Maas 
fans a special inside look at the digital 
enhancements and all-new action te be 
found in the Special Edittons of A Mew 
Hope, The Empire Strikes Back and Re- 
turn of the feat. The disc includes many 
of the new scenes added to the films, 
Including the much=-ballyhooed Han 
Solo//abba the Hutt meeting. Also fea- 
tured are interviews with George Lucas, 
Lucasfilm'’s Rick McCallum and ILM"s John 
Knoll and Paul Huston. Fans will get a bit 
of special-effects history as they click 
through photes and information culled 
from the Lucasfilm Archives. Making 
Magic offers tons of information, sights 
and sounds about the films that made 
Darth Vader a household name. —T. 2. 








RE: Catfhing the SPeéfial Editi9n Sn thé Net 


One of the most compelling aspects of 
the Internet is its ability to provide 
individuals with a public forum for 
wide-ranging debates. Two hun- 
dred years ago, the town meeting 
was the popular place to air per- 
sonal views and gripes on issues 
affecting the local citizenry. The 
Internet crystallizes the concept of 
mass communications in which the 
town meeting has been thrown 
open to anyone on the planet with 
a computer, a modem and a phone 
line. And unlike the CB (citizens 
band) radio craze of the ig7a5 or 
the emergence of talk-radio call-in 
shows over the past decade, the Net 
allows for relatively anonymous, 
voiceless remarks which instead of 
dissipating on the airwaves can be 
stored verbatim on electronic bul- 
letin boards, copied and dissemi- 
nated to e-mail boxes worldwide, 


While everything from Chechen politics to the 
latest sardid murder cases are fodder for Net 
salvos, there's all sorts of less serious stuf 
whizzing dlong on-line, loo. Sra Haas fans—who 
demopraphically fall right into the Intemet Gener- 
-cortainiy have found the Net o 
preat Way to discuss such far-flung topics as Han 


ation’s profile= 


Solo's morality or whether Stier Trek's Wirf is any 
match for Chewbacca in a fight. Of course, fans 
have Been Picking the tology apart since day one, 
but what's uniquely NWet-ish is that the talk his 
moved from traditional face-to-face to keyboard- 
to-anywhere. 


Since it was first announced in 1954 tbat 
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George Lucas would enhanee Srag Hars—and subsequently his 
enone trlogy—the merits of the Spectral foftran have been hath con- 
tested, in general and very specific ways: Is it sacnlepe to tinker 
with a classic? Why is the Luke-Biges scene atill on the cutting- 
noom Toor? And mow that the revamped films are a theatrical reality 
and no banger just rumor and supposition, the Net bubble's as end- 
less as a C-3PQO mondoguc, Add to that the Special Folition news, 
information and promotions on the World Wide Web—including 
the recently launched, most-olficial one from Lucasfilm 
could take another 20 years to sift through it all. 


und it 


In the few weeks before January 31, the date S745 Haas came 
back to the big screen, and the days just after, the chistter wis imces- 
sant. Much of it burbled fram magazine articles in The Mew Farther, 
Entertainment Weedly and Mewsweek, broadcast interviews with Lu- 
cas on Batedonnnent Tong and Good Moming Anterior and the ear 


ly screenings arcund the country. including the 
so-called World Premiere in Los Angeles, attened- 
ed by Lucas, cast members and a gaggle of 
celebrity wannabeseens. Even the Pepsi and Taca 
Bell commercials that debuted during the Super 
Bowl gamvensd their own Intemet folders. 

Although the whole matter of whether and 
why Lucas should at all tereak his set-in-celluloid 
trilogy remained a burning topic, particular ele- 
ments. now out in the open, heated up, Perhaps 
the most incendiary was the most-heralded scene: 
where Han Sela and Jabba the Hutt come cheek 
by fowl. Fans had known all along that Lucas shot 
the scripted scene 20 years ago but left it out of 
the onginal when Jabba's human stand-in could 
mot be replaced by an acceptable special effect, 
and they ve been aware for more than & year that 
finally 4 computer-zenerated Hutt was to be in- 
serted in the Special Faltfor. But mow the particu- 
lars of the scene were visible and arguable. Posting 
after posting im fan club anc newsgroup bulletin 
beards addressed not so much the resurrection of 
the scene as its execution. 

Jabba himself has been roundly dissected—as 
much as a digital being can be. He's smaller anc 
seemingly less developed than the crime lord 
heretofore seen in Aeturs of the Jedi and since in 
toys and firurines, which has opened an evolution- 
ary debate on the Hutt species. How much does a 
Hutt grow in seven years? Does Jabba have three 
fingers or four? Tateos or none? Does he slither or 
undulate as he moves across Docking Bay S17 

Equally contended is the plunking of Boba Fett 
into the scene. Already wastly popular for his brief 


SITE SEEING: Where to find Star Wars on the Web 


BALLANTINE BOOKS: wew.randomhouse.com/delrey/ 


starwars.html 


BANTAM DOUBLEDAY DELL: www.bdd.com/sstarwars 


BERKLEY PUBLISHING: www.berkley.com 


PUTNAM BERKLEY GROUP: 
wir. ea. con pulnamsindex. html 


CEbO: www. cedco.cam 
CHRONICLE BOOKS: www.chronbooks.com 
DARK HORSE COMICS: www dhorse.com/sw 


DECIPHER: www.decipher.com/starwars/index.html 
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CALOOB TOYS: www.galoob.com 

HASBRO/ KENNER: www. hasbro.com/starwars 
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but impacttul appearances in The Empire Strikes Back and weal, as 
well as a plethora of multimedia exposure, the bounty hunter's new- 
ly cast cameo in Svar Maes ie leading bo vast conjecture on-line. 
Was he already on Han and Chewie's trail, even before Darth Vader 
pet him and his fellow merecnarics on the case in Grape? What ex- 
actly is Fett's history with Jabba? Is that really Boba Fett, or maybe 
aome other denner of Mandalore tags? ("Maybe that guy isn't Boba 
Pett.” an on-line writer posits. “I mean, anybody could be under that 
anmor—there could be degens of thase guys running around. Grant- 
ed this ig a long shee, but what the heck. ") 

There are lots of postings about the new-laoking streets of Mea 
Bisley. now with added vehicles. rontes, dewbacks and aliens. The 
inserted scene of Biggs’ heroics in the Rebel attack on the Death 
Star—previously edited out—is chat-room chall, And before the 
theater run had even begun, guessing over whether video versions 
ofthe Special Bditvor would eventually be released was rampant. 

Most of this back and forth is good fun, the type fans hawe hud 
with each other far two decades. Where the on-line angst became 
more serious, in terme of substantive altering of the original story, is 
the subject of Greedo. By having the Rodian bounty hunter fire first 
when trying to capture Han in the cantina, Lucas indeed changed 
the senpt, Many accused Lucas of needlessly sanitizing Sola, 

As the bulletin boards bloated, there were new Specta! Edition site- 
ings on the Web, as well. Fans began going straight to the horse's 
mouth in November when Lucasfilm opened its irrefutable site 
twenwstanwars.comb Admitted modest at rst, at flexed tts authari- 
tative muscle in mid-January with a multi-page photo esaay on the 
preview screenings in Los Angeles, including a charming shot of 
Lucas posing with Carrie Fisher, Mark Hamill and the droaids. The in- 
tention to be truly infonmitional, more than commercial, seems clear. 

More on the marketing side of the Web, the authorized, preexist- 
ing Srag Miaas-linked sites—Bantam, Ballantine. Dark Horse 
Comics, Galoob, Hasbrov Renner and others—are trumpeting, their 
Special Edition offerings. And, as always, the spate of unauthorized 
sites were teeming with unofficial seull 

These are exciting times for Stare Mags fane, and once the Special 
Edition ls history, surfing for on-line news and info on the upcoming 
prequel will become a new vocation, Especially when actual filming 
begins later this year, with George Lucas himself returning to the di- 
rectors chair after more than 20 years, one can only inagine the 
bulletin-boand bonanzas awaiting the global Shar Mags community, 
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LUCASARTS ENTERTAINMENT ©0.: waww.lucasarts.com 
LUCASFILM LTD: www staraars.com 

PARTY PROFESSIONALS: www.thegreatcoverup.com 
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PRIMA PUBLISHING: were. primapublishing.cam 


RHINO RECORDS: weaw.emerald. net.serlpts/dbmldll?aAc- 
tion=QueryiTemplate=/ehino/alinfo.dbminum=y72529 

SEGA ENTERPRISES: wWww.5ega.com 

SOUND SOURCE INTERACTIVE: www.cris.com/ssi 

THX (and Skywalker Sound): www.thx.com 

TOPPS: www. topps.com 

ZOTH CENTURY -FOX: wierw.fox.com 

WILLITTS DESIGNS: weaw.willitts.com/swar, htm 
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i GRAND PRIZE 24> karat gold. Limited: edition 


Stas Wart Trilogy Special dition ingot (shown above). 
courtesy of Authentic Images (ser Around the Gala) 


2 FIRST PRIZES tonto Battle rach, cay of ei 


in Mos Elsley., 


lewis Galoob Toys 


3 SECOND PRIZES. Complete vet of sn 


Eovtion Widevision cards. courtesy of Topps 


19 THIRD PRIZES mo es % 


Widevision cards, courtesy of Tepps 


Entries must be received by April 30, 1997. “one Soi a = 
person. Answers will appear in issue "iz: winners willbe ~ 
notitied by mail, Photecopies or handwritten copies of this — 


conbest are acceptable, fay no e-mail entries, 
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MUL YOUR CNTY Ta; Contest #10, Sraq wer Galtier Maca, 
; one Whitehall Si., Hew York, NY mesg. 








AMSWEES TO: “park Side" Trivia Contest In imag #8: 1) Clone 
Wars: 2) Sith: g) Palpatine; 4) The dark side: 5) Joruus 
C'Bacth; 6) Mightisters; 7) Roganda: 8) Shira Brie 
9) Car Kun: ro} Anakin. Bonus Answer: Bail Ongana 


“1 


BY NOW you've most likely had a taste of Srae Waes on the 


_big screen, once again or for the very first time. Either way, 


how much do you know about what's old and new in the 
Special Edition of A New Hope? This may not be as tough as 
the entrance exam to The Academy, but here's a chance to 
test your wits. If you make the perfect grade, then try 
unscrambling the circled letters to reveal the Bonus Answer 
(hint: one of these Shadows-born vehicles is CG'ed onto the 
streets of Mos Eisley) and mail your answers to us. We'll 
place all correct entries into a random drawing for some 


great Special Edition prizes. May the Force be with youl 


i} Sandtroopers rice this lizard-like beaston the barren landscape 
of Tatooine, 


2) This huge, multi-storted land rover is driven by bands of 
diminutive, hooded junk mongers. 


3) This name is shared by the twin suns of Luke Skywalker's home 
planet. 


4).4 band of these jumpy critters scatters as Luke's landapeeder 
approaches Mos Eisley. 


5) This beast of burden is spooked in Mos Eisley by a speeding 
vehicle 4nd tosses one of its passengers. 


6) Of what species of notorious ¢¢avengers is the fallen rider 
mentionnd in ag? 


} One of these comman-labor droids makes a debut appearance 
6) Han confronts this slug-ish being in the docking bay where 
the MiVennlun Falcon is berthed. 


9) Famously short on words, this bounty hunter now makes a non- 
speaking cameo in Docking Bay 947 


10} This site on Yavin Four it home to a secret Rebel Alliance base. 





Many kids have heard 
/s thal collectigle card games are- 
popelar and fun to play, but often 
think that they are too difficult ta - 
Lean or just gel started One game 
* thatis both easy to learn and inex- 


ap fo start is the Introdectory Trro-Player Star Wars ~ 
Customizable Card Gane” trom Parker Brothers, All you need 
fo el slarled is im ome packape thal comiains everyihing you 


need fo play. 


Developed wilh Decipher Inc., the action-packed Star 
Wars Costomizable Card Game allows you-lo became your 
favorite Star Wars” characlers—tike Lube Skywalker and Darth 
Vader—aed recreate the batiles trom the Star Wars” galaxy. 
Choose to play the Light Side or Dark Side, and streegthen your 
forces wilh cards featuring Jawas, stormtroopers, droids, 
blaster rifles and landspeeders. The winner is the firs! to run 
his or ber opponent out ol cards, 

The rendy-to-play Star Wars” Customizable Cand 
Game foe Parker Brothers lets you jump right into the 
action. Each box contains two hand-picked, 0-cand decks, a 
slep-by-step game quide and easy-to-undersiand rules, Plos, =, 
ihe package includes a J5-card Expansion Sel—ome rare, four 
UACOMMon and 10 commen cards—lo make each deck more 
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powerfal. Addilional Espamsion Sets can be purchased bom 


Decipher. 


The game features six collectible cards you won't find 
aeqpwhere else, These exclusive cards featare Luke Skywalker 
aed Darth Vader character cards. Death Star locaton cards antl 
powerfel interrupt cans. 
The Introductory Teo-Player Star Wars” Customizable 
Card Game” is available at Toys R Us, Wal-Mart, Target, K-Mart, - 
Kay-Hee and anywhere games are sold. Ane eonving seein, look - 
for the Introductory Two-Player The Empwe Strvkes Bach” 
Customizable Cand Gane” leaturing, all-new cards, with images : 
from The Empire Strikes Back ~ movie. Cotnbine these new “ 
cards with cards from the original game bo creabe even more Ri 
powerful decks, a “4 


The galaxy is yours for Whe taking, and tee Force Is mee. 
your hades. Join in ihe epic Star Ways” adventure and enter the 
exciting universe of the Introductory Two-Plajer Star Wars” | 
— Customizable Cand Game, 

; for more information, visil the Hashro Star Wars” 
Web sile al WWW. hastir 1.C0M, 
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: HANDHELD LOD GAME WITH DARTH VADER JOYSTICK 
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suru bebe ie amtaa fou poner Lee LC LETT TL Ta 
ASQUNEN WITH TE SEE VUES WOYSTICK GAME. PLUG IN THE GETACHABIE, 
DARTH VADER FIGURE FOR MORE CONTROLLED MAYHEM, OF BLOW THE DAES SIDE - 
OAT OF THE Sc WITH THE HYPER@EAL 3-0 MOLUEMMIIM FALCON LO GARE mh 
COMCEALED GAME SOREN OPENS UP FOS: SORE SERMOUSLY SIMESTER GAMEMLAY. 
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HUNT FOR THE ULTIMATE BOUNTY | 
IN THE UNIVERSE 


a TAR, 
Benner. leading The Rebellion for 20 Years WAREZ... 


THe Power oF tHe Force 


107 Hache, Ino. Th 8 POT Linas Leal 6 Pits Perel, Loved under cuthceizaton, Soom pooes cecuine hand support, Eaoh sold! spanotioky 


